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This Month’s Missionaries
Clay and Amy Kreisky*, Southeast Asian
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Justin Moore*, Sub-Saharan African Peoples
(p. 9)
Brian and Robin Moore, Alaska (p. 9)
Riley Pitts, California (p. 10)
Roger and Judy Hansard, Tennessee
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Mark and Megan Street*, Northern
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*Names changed.
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“My dear friends, stand firm and don’t be shaken.
Always keep busy working for the Lord. You know that
everything you do for him is worthwhile”
(1 Cor. 15:58, CEV).
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. . . is to inform and inspire Christians to
influence their world for Christ.

Women on Mission Leader
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meeting plans to
pair with Missions
Mosaic articles on
pages 11, 26, and 28.

2

w w w.w m u . c o m | Missions Mosaic

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS
Online • wmustore.com
Telephone •1-800-968-7301
Mail • WMU Customer Service
		 PO Box 830711
		 Birmingham, AL
		35283-0711

RENEWALS AND ADDRESS
CHANGES
Telephone •1-800-968-7301
Mail • WMU Customer Service
			 PO Box 830711
				 Birmingham, AL
			 35283-0711

ADVERTISING
Paid advertising in Missions
Mosaic is for informational purposes only
and does not reflect
the beliefs, opinions, or
endorsement of WMU®.

a word from us

What keeps you going when your motivation is

zero and the goal you’ve been striving to achieve seems unattainable? My answer is relationships! In times when all I can
think to do is bury myself on the sofa with a marathon of TV
shows, it is often the unexpected call from a friend and her
words of encouragement that help to fill up that dry tank of
motivation. Words of encouragement flow over my soul and
revive my weary thinking, which in turn gives me new vision
for the dream I desire to achieve.
In a recent conversation with
my dad, we chatted about some
life changes I’m experiencing, and
my dad said to me, “You are smart
and able to do anything.” Through
20 years of overseas service, I’ve
known that he, along with my
mom, brother, extended family,
and friends supported me, but
those words were precious! They
quieted my fears and inspired me
to boldly trust God on a new path.
Through a friend, years ago, I was
reminded that God is our shield in
all things, at all times. He is also
the One who lifts heads (Psalm
3:3) overwhelmed by day-to-day
challenges. Our encouragement
to keep going comes in knowing

the love, support, and strength of
our God who never fails us.
My missionary journey began
long before I left the US. It started
with WMU programs in my church. I
learned about men and women who
went and stayed constant in their
commitment to tell the story that
changes lives. As a single adult, I was
a Girls in Action® leader and experienced the joy of encouraging girls
to see God’s big plan. On the field,
when I experienced discouragement
or lacked motivation, giving up was
never a choice. God provided relationships with colleagues and national
believers who spoke truth to me and
encouraged me to regain focus and
move on. Thank you for praying for

You did notchooseMe,

but I chose you and
appointed you sothat
youmightgo

and bear fruit.
John 15:16a

me and my colleagues when only God
knew what was needed and how to
provide it. As my journey continues
with WMU, so does the learning. I
see and understand more deeply the
desire to equip churches, which has
motivated WMU from its beginning.
As you read Missions Mosaic this
month, may you be encouraged to
pursue relationships. “A Simple,
Complicated Event” on page 24 helps
you reflect on the confidence gained
through honest assessment of your
relationship with God. On page 6,
you’re given practical ideas for ministry with a family member or a friend
in your community or beyond. Mack’s
story shared in “On the Journey”
on page 48 is a reminder that when
you’re motivated to go deeper and discuss faith with your loved ones, God
has planned it and will encourage and
strengthen you for the conversation.
There is much to discover and
to apply in pursuing what God has
planned for us. I’m thankful that
together we motivate and encourage
one another.

Sheila Flowers,
Curriculum and Content
Administrator
sflowers@wmu.org
Follow us on
facebook.com/NationalWMU,
pinterest.com/NationalWMU,
and wmu.com/adults.
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letters from you

MISSIONS MOSAIC TEAM

Carrying on a Legacy
The WMU members of Providence Baptist
Church in Gaffney, South Carolina, and I
would like to celebrate with Betty Eldridge,
age 86, on the completion of her goal to knit
1,000 caps for the International Seafarer’s
Ministry in Charleston, South Carolina. This
is a ministry of the Charleston Baptist Association to seafarers in the Port of Charleston.
This achievement is also a memorial tribute to
Suzanne Herrin, who encouraged Betty with
yarn and a pattern of the cap found in Missions
Mosaic to start this ministry in 2010.
—Dr. Scott Peterson, South Carolina

Just in Time
Our current missions group at Central Baptist in Johnson City, Tennessee, collected and delivered items to the workers for the Appalachian Fair in August.
We were told the timing of our delivery was a God-thing. They were running
out of supplies and ours arrived just in time to meet the need. Praise the Lord!
—Jackie Maggard, Tennessee

Shoe Boxes and Pancakes
[Remembering] the Great Commission of Jesus, “Go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations,” the WMU members of Calvary Baptist Church in Slidell,
Louisiana, pray earnestly for those missionaries who have accepted God’s
calling to literally go to all nations. Our congregation also supports our
state, local, and international WMU with special offerings throughout the
year. While prayer and money are certainly important in doing the Lord’s
work, our WMU women wanted to find a project that would keep the need
for missions in the forefront of everyone’s mind year-round.
In early 2018, we made the decision to have a year-round collection of items
to be placed in shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse. Each month a list of desired items is sent out to our congregation.
In June, we also engaged the children of our Vacation Bible School program to
help in our collection effort. Our coordinator, Deb Safford, did an amazing
job of organizing throughout the year.
We . . . filled 60 shoe boxes this first
year! Prayers for the recipients were
offered up before the packing began.
On November 3, we had a pancake
breakfast and free-will offering to help
offset the suggested postage amount
for each box. We thank God for His
many blessings and pray that all these
children (and their families) will come
to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior
and that in some way our prayers and
efforts helped.
—Lois Frazier, Louisiana
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missions and me | Into the World

By Sheila Gosney

Take Hope to the Hurting
Network with social services to meet needs.

Picture a lonely

single mom standing in line at the
social services office or a young
woman getting out of prison with
no family or friends to support her.
Imagine a middle-aged man addicted
to painkillers, feeling misunderstood
by his peers as he struggles toward
recovery.
What do all these people have in
common? They are all individuals
with spiritual, emotional, and physical needs.
So often when we search for missions projects, we overlook the desperate human needs all around us. For
many of these isolated individuals,
their only connection to “help” is agencies outside the church. Finding these
people can help us bridge the gap and
build relationships for the kingdom.
Ask your local social services office
for specific ways your missions group
members can help area individuals.
What are people’s most desperate
unmet needs? Would the office allow
you to post a flyer or church brochure
on its bulletin board?
Clothe the Naked
Consider hosting a seasonal clothing
closet for needy individuals. It could
be organized like a store, with clothing available at no charge. The clothing
closet could be open one day a week
for a month or more, with group members taking turns running the closet. It
could be set up on a walk-in basis or by
appointment. Decide how to advertise
your ministry—a flyer with contact
information, a newspaper article, or a
special page on social media.
Show Love to Ex-prisoners
Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:36 that

we should minister to those in prison.
It’s good to ensure people don’t slip
through the cracks when they are
released. Connect with prison officials
in your area, letting them know you
desire to minister. Sometimes newly
released prisoners need clothing and
shoes just to walk out the door. If
this need is expressed, be willing to
take calls from the prison prior to
a person’s release so you can gather
clothing. If possible, leave a card and a
gospel tract for the prisoner receiving
your help.
Can your group support existing
local prison release programs? They
may need child care during their meetings or donations of refreshments.
Support Recovering Addicts
Investigate to determine if God is
already working in your area with a
Christ-centered addiction recovery
program. If so, host a special speaker
from this program to share a testimony of recovery. Invite the public.
Pray for those who are quietly suffering with addiction and their families
to be drawn to the event and to be
encouraged. Ask God to inspire others

to become involved with this ministry. Offer child care and refreshments
to increase the crowd and give you an
opportunity to mingle.
If your area does not have a
Christ-centered addiction recovery program, then pray about your
church sponsoring one.
Get Involved with CWJC/CMJC
Visit wmu.com/jobcorps and click on
“Locations” or check with your association to find a Christian Women’s Job
Corps® or Christian Men’s Job Corps®
site near you. This WMU® ministry
offers life skills, various level job trainings, and help for those with learning
deficits to overcome them and move
forward. Perhaps members of your
group have a skill or talent to offer like
teaching a computer class or a Bible
study or mentoring a participant.
When we go out into the highways and byways to reach people,
we glorify God and demonstrate the
gospel of Christ. M
SHEILA GOSNEY is a freelance writer who
truly enjoys writing for the Lord. She loves
writing missions articles and Christian poetry.
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missions and me | Living on Mission

By Lynn Durham

Springing into Mission Action
Spring and Summer Missions Ideas for Two

Jesus sent His disciples

out in pairs, Paul traveled with various
others, and Priscilla and Aquilla ministered together. They understood
the concept found in Ecclesiastes
4:9 that “Two are better than one
because they have a good return for

their labor.” Working together accomplishes more, strengthens the witness, and provides companionship to
the workers. Missions is better when
done together!
As winter gives way to spring and
summer, as the days grow longer and

Missions with Your Son or Daughter
Age-appropriate ideas provide lessons
for a missions lifestyle.
• Bake cookies and deliver them
throughout your neighborhood.
• Set up a lemonade stand. Give
away the lemonade or donate the
proceeds to a homeless shelter, food
bank, or women and children’s shelter.
• Organize crafts at the playground.
Choose easy-to-do crafts that share
the gospel message.

• Plan a pool day. Invite a friend or
two. Make treat bags for the pool staff
and lifeguards. Include encouragement cards.
• Build a birthday party in a box.
Gather items for a birthday party (cake
mix, icing, balloons, hats, candles) and
deliver to a local food pantry.
• Clean up a local playground. Find a
place where children play and pick up
trash throughout the summer.

people spend more time outdoors,
opportunities abound for gospel
conversations. Places for ministry
are as close as your yard, neighborhood park, or even downtown, so
pick a buddy and pair up to do missions together.

• Do you live near a lake or beach?
Distribute small bottles of sunscreen.
Attach tags or labels with a gospel
message.
• Prepare care packages for school
bus drivers. Deliver on the last day
of school. Let them know how much
you appreciate the care they take with
your children and that you are praying
for them.

LYNN DURHAM loves being a pastor’s wife and mother and leading adult women to learn to love the Lord more through His Word.
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Missions with Your Husband

Doing missions as a couple is a great way to
grow in Christ together. Instead of a date night,
consider spending a few hours sharing the gospel through service.
• Plant a community garden and give away the
harvest.
• Choose the home of a senior citizen, single
parent, local business, or a government building. Spruce up the landscape by pulling weeds,
planting flowers, or trimming shrubs and trees.
• Paint the teacher’s lounge in a local school.
• Volunteer at a local soup kitchen.
• Deliver bottles of water to a construction site
on a hot day.
• Pick up trash along a roadside in your area.
• If you live near an interstate rest area,
provide refreshments for tired motorists. Check
with your state department of transportation for
guidelines and permission.
• Host a free dog wash in your yard.

Missions with Your Sister
Do you get together for sister day?
Here are a few fun ideas as you
spend your time together.

• Prepare a batch of freezer meals
and deliver to a single mother in
your neighborhood.
• Leave bottles of bubbles at a
local park.
• Prayerwalk together downtown.
Visit government offices and ask for
prayer requests.
• Plan a family reunion with purpose.
Invite relatives to bring old photos
to swap, create a family cookbook of
favorite recipes, and ask a few to share
their faith testimonies.
• Feeling crafty? Sew pillowcase
dresses, prepare no-sew fleece

blankets, or crochet lap blankets. Pack a
shoe box for Operation Christmas Child
or donate items to homeless shelters,
cancer patients, or nursing homes.
• Embrace a senior adult who
no longer drives. Take her to lunch,
the grocery store, or a doctor’s
appointment.
• Adopt a classroom. Many schools
test in the spring. Provide simple
snacks or small gifts during the week
of testing.
• Visit the children’s hospital with
new books and puzzles. Take snacks to
the nurse’s station.

Missions with Your BFF

Consider a missions project with your best friend and grow closer both
spiritually and personally.
• Conduct Vacation Bible School at a senior citizens’ center. Prepare a
short lesson, sing favorite hymns, and create a simple craft.
• Encourage your local government. Provide a meal or snacks for government offices and first responders.
• Cut out shoes for Sole Hope. Visit solehope.org for details.
• Tape quarters to the vending machine at the hospital or cancer center.
• Prayerwalk in your neighborhood.
• Host a WorldCrafts party. Visit worldcrafts.org to learn how.
• Deliver new magazines to the cancer center. Write notes of encouragement and hide them inside the magazines.
• Shop for school supplies, clothes, and shoes for a needy child. Ask the
family resource center in your school district or your church’s children’s
director for the name of a child.
A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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missions here and there | Global Partners

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
A Spiritual
Experiment Brings
Family to Christ
[S outheas t As i an Peop l e s]

Fear of the spirit world had
been part of his life for as
long as he could remember.
Ketoot*, a welder from an
island in southeast Asia,
gave offerings to spirits and
prayed to them. He followed
a form of Hinduism suffused
with ancestor worship. But
deep in his soul, something
didn’t feel right.
An American man and his wife told Ketoot about a different
way to live and worship—about a God who would love him and
show him kindness. Could it be true?
Ketoot conducted a secret experiment to find out. He
stopped giving offerings to the spirits and he stopped praying
to them, too. He wondered if something bad would happen to
him. It didn’t.
Ketoot turned to Jesus. He later told his American friends,
IMB workers Clay and Amy Kreisky*, that he had forsaken the
spirits and now only prayed to Jesus. Within days, Ketoot was

baptized, and the
Kreiskys met with him at
a neighborhood park to
teach him God’s Word.
When Ketoot’s wife, E
Lo*, found out, she was
furious. She shouted so
loudly the neighbors could
hear her. Ketoot moved
the discipleship class from
the park into their home
so his wife would have
no misperceptions about
what he was doing in his
spare time. She remained
angry for an entire year before something began stirring in her
heart. As she overheard the lessons from the Bible, she began
desiring a relationship with Christ.
Earlier this year, she professed her faith in Christ and was baptized. The couple now attends a house church. They have voracious appetites for studying God’s Word, and they want to share
the good news with others.
Pray God will use this married couple to be a vibrant witness
in their community where many live in fear of the spirit world.
*Names changed.

A Flood in a Thirsty Land
[Nor thern Af ri c a and M id d l e E a ste r n Pe op l e s] A tiny house

church offered a big prayer in the middle of the dry, stagnant
heat of a North African summer. “Lord, make your Word go out
from the church like a flood throughout the country.”
Such a petition may have seemed ludicrous to people who
knew where it came from. The house church had only a handful of
members, and they practically lived in the middle of nowhere.

8
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Not long after the house church began praying for God to use
them, a bus station opened close to the church. Many buses a day
now stop at that station and remain overnight, leaving passengers
in need of a place to stay until the bus leaves the next morning.
Many families in the neighborhood converted spaces in their
homes to rooms for rent to accommodate travelers. The house
church did the same.
Suddenly, people from all over the country started booking
one of the church’s rooms for their overnight stop. The church
realized God was bringing the nations to them, enabling them
to live out Acts 1:8.
They began crafting every element of their rental service to
point to the gospel. People from all different tribes, social and
economic classes, and religions now hear the gospel, and many
have believed. Even a nun who was passing through on the way
to her monastery was amazed by the church’s commitment to the
Scriptures. She said she and others at the monastery had never
had a Bible to read.
So as people from many tongues, tribes, and nations flood into
this dusty town, the house church is faithful to send the flood
onward with God’s Word to a dry and thirsty land.

From Africa to Europe: A Journey of Desperation
[Sub-Saharan Af rican P e op l e s] It’s the

stuff movies are made of. Bintou, age 21, ran
away from her home in Mali, hoping to find
a job in Europe. She and 39 others caught
a truck to Libya’s coast, planning to find a
boat to take them across the Mediterranean Sea. Only four survived the journey.
Bodies were buried in the sand, and
belongings were laid on top of the graves.
Once in Libya, Bintou spent weeks
hiding from traffickers who sell migrants
as slaves. She finally boarded a boat, but it
turned back due to inclement weather. On
land, traffickers captured Bintou and held
her for weeks in a squalid cell. She managed to find a guard’s phone and call her
mother, Aminata, in Mali. Eventually, Bintou
was one of 20 people rescued by authorities. Her ordeal lasted about seven months.
IMB missionary Justin Moore* took
Bintou to a clinic upon her return home.
In the weeks that followed, whenever he
asked Aminata about her daughter, she
replied, “Physically she is good, but her
mind is not good.”

Shockingly, Bintou told her mother she
would do it all again. “I can’t even fathom
the level of desperation that goes into
this decision,” Moore says. Many people
he knows believe “there are riches to be
had outside of Mali,” one of the world’s
poorest countries. Malians cling to stories
of those who obtain visas and earn
money in Europe. In reality, most end up

unemployed, in migrant camps, ashamed
to admit defeat.
In the midst of this desperation, Malians’
biggest need is real hope. “It’s hard sometimes to [say], ‘I know you’re starving, but
Jesus gives you hope,’ ” Moore says. “But
. . . we know that’s true—that our hope
doesn’t rest in today; it rests in the future.”
*Name changed.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Strengthening Relationships in Alaska
[Alask a] Shortly after our church plant,

Roots Family Church in Kasilof, began
meeting in 2016, a young family visited for
only the second time. After a morning of
testimonies and sharing, I asked if anyone
else had anything to say. The young father
raised his hand from the back row. When I
called on him he stood up with tears in his
eyes and said, “I don’t know exactly what
you people have but I know I need it! I
want to accept Jesus!”
My wife, Robin, and I are bivocational
church planters in Kasilof, Alaska. We
work to build relationships with and
serve members of the community. We
hold church in the local school library
every Sunday morning. I also work as an
insurance agent, which is a job that taught
me how to build relationships with people
and their families as I try to meet their
needs. Learning how to do these things in
the secular world has empowered me to

use these skills similarly on the
missions field.
Alaska can be a hard place
to minister. The culture and
environment help foster a
sense of independence for
those who live here. As a
result, many of the people
here have no interest in hearing about Jesus. They do not
want to think that they need
a Savior or are dependent on
God. Perhaps that is why it’s
especially rewarding to know
the relationships we have built
are deepening, and the lost are
coming to know the Lord.
Pray that we are successful in
reaching the lost with the gospel in and around our community. Pray,
too, that God will continually show us
ways to build new relationships and

strengthen existing ones in our church
and community.
—Brian Moore, missionary
A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

continued from page 9

Christ’s Righteousness Explained
[California] I serve at California Baptist University (CBU), minis-

tering to college students. At the beginning of this school year,
I was able to share the gospel with a student who grew up in a
Christian home. I asked him why he thought God should let him
into heaven, and he said because he changed his whole life for
God. He said he had been working so hard to change his sinful
ways and was now on a better path. The burden of obedience
that he was carrying was obvious. I was able to communicate to
him that when Jesus died on the Cross, he didn’t just pay for our
sins but also gave us His righteousness, and we are seen as true
children of God who will spend eternity with Him in heaven.
The student’s face lit up. He couldn’t help but smile. Right
then and there he repented and believed. I now meet with him
on a regular basis, continuing to talk through the gospel and
walk through what it looks like to follow Christ.
Our ministry’s goal is to make disciples who make disciples
for the rest of their lives. This starts with evangelism. We spend a
great deal of our time building relationships with students and
sharing the gospel. We also work to establish believers. We teach
the basics, hoping to give students a solid foundation to build
upon as they grow in their faith and relationship with God. Lastly,

we equip believers to share the gospel and invest in others.
Pray for the salvation of lost students at CBU. As the university grows, we interact with more and more students who have
never heard the gospel of Jesus. Pray the students in whom we
have invested will be bold with the gospel and faithful to pass
on the things they have learned.
—Riley Pitts, missionary

Gospel Conversations in Appalachia
[ Te nnes s ee] My husband, Roger, and

I serve in compassion ministries at the
Regional Education Center (REC) at the
intersection of Tennessee, Virginia, and
Kentucky, in the heart of Appalachia. There,
I met Eve in a job skills/computer class. She
had recently left an abusive marriage and
had moved back home with her parents.
Eve desperately wanted a better life for
herself. She was broken spiritually and
had little self-esteem. I sensed she needed
more than just job skills.

Eve and I would spend time together
each week after class studying the Bible,
praying and just talking. Over the course
of two years, a wonderful relationship
developed. It was so amazing to see how
God transformed Eve. She blossomed
into a beautiful woman of spiritual
maturity, confidence, and faith. Today Eve
is married to a wonderful Christian man,
and they attend church and lead Bible
study together. To God be the glory for
His amazing grace!

The Appalachian area is known for
destitution and illiteracy and has some
of the poorest counties in the nation. The
REC offers community education classes,
job skills training, a food pantry, a family
literacy program, and GED tutoring and
is an approved supplemental education
services provider. I serve as the education
coordinator. I also teach and recruit students and enlist and train volunteers.
I am always thrilled when someone
asks me, “Why do you do this for free?”
The question opens the door for me to tell
them, “I love Jesus. Jesus loves you and so
do I.” Many times this simple dialogue will
prompt more questions, and I can give my
personal story of salvation and my experience of answered prayers.
Pray for wisdom and discernment as
we seek to expand the ministry. Pray
Roger and I will continue to be blessed
with good health.
—Judy Hansard, missionary
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WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION
Clean Water Makes an Incredible Impact
By Lena Plunk

H

ow often have you used water
Praise the Lord, through Pure Water, Pure
today? What did you have to do
Love they now have clean water in their
in order to access the water you
community! The day the missions team
have used? Was your water clean? These
started drilling the well, men, women,
are probably questions you don’t usually
and children came out to witness the
have to ask yourself or perhaps you have
transformation of their community. The
never even thought about. Imagine
leaders in the community stood up one
waking up knowing that the only way you by one to give thanks to God for making
were going to have access to water was if
this happen.
you were to walk miles to retrieve it. After
For one WorldCraftsSM artisan group,
you have retrieved your water, imagine
water was a big problem, especially
that it was dirty and full of disease that
drinking water. The water caused teeth
was unsafe for your family, but it was the
to turn brown and created major dental
only water to which you had access. For
issues. Once local believer shared,
many, this isn’t just imaginary; it is reality.
“We are thanking God these waterThrough the ministry of Pure Water,
related problems will be history. We
Pure LoveSM (PWPL) many around the
have clean, sweet water with no salt.
world are receiving access to clean water.
Our artisan’s salary has now been
In 2018, 12 grants were given to provide
increased because we don’t buy
clean water resources to communities
drinking water anymore. The whole
in 11 different countries. Many had the
community prays for PWPL every
opportunity to hear about the Living
Friday for being this kind to them.”
Water, Jesus, as they were receiving the
Stories like these occur all around
gift of physically clean water.
the world as a result of all God is doing
For one community in Kenya, access to
through Pure Water, Pure Love. You
clean water meant that women and girls
may be asking, “How can I be involved
had to spend most of their day walking
with this ministry?” One of the primary
miles to gather water for drinking, bathing, ways you can be involved is by praying for
and cooking. Often times this wasn’t
those in these communities and all those
even possible as the stream would dry up.
who are impacted through PWPL.

Ways
You Can
Pray
Pray for the
missionaries
who are receiving water filters
to stay healthy as
they serve.
Pray for the
communities that
the missionaries are
serving to know and
understand the love
of Jesus and have a
relationship with Him.
Pray for churches
and associations that
are building wells and
providing clean water
resources to communities throughout the
world.
Pray more
churches will
discover water
needs around the
world and commit
to partner with
PWPL to help
meet these
needs.
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Their Time
D e s ig n m i s s i o n s t ri

By Shelli Littleton

p s wi t h c h i ld re n i n m i nd.

“Their time will come,”

was a response
Diane Causey received while preparing teen girls to
become Acteens Activators, serving on the missions field.

Diane had brought younger girls
into their midst who yearned to participate, too, but because of their age,
they had to wait.
After serving 15 years, Diane
stepped away from Acteens® to
become a WMU director. Her children were grown and married, and
she found herself with grandchildren entering Royal Ambassadors®
and Girls in Action®. Feeling that
her grandchildren’s “time was now,”
regardless of age and wanting to
make lasting memories with them

12
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by sharing Jesus to a lost world, she
implemented a family missions trip
for the children at her small church
in 2012.
“Participation has been the biggest
change,” shared Diane. “Attendance
on the first trip was discouraging.
There were eight participating, four of
them were part of my family.” But in
2017, 44 parents and children joined
in, representing 11 families.
“But the biggest challenge has been
finding somewhere to serve. It is
natural to assume that kids can’t do

anything. They are too young, so it is
hard to find a trip for them. Missionaries are open to youth groups but
seem to be limited in their thoughts
as to what children can do.”
One, Two, Let’s Wade Into
In 2015, the missions team traveled
to Dauphin Island Baptist Church’s
Resort Ministry Center in Alabama
to help two elderly women with yard
work. “The first disabled woman’s
yard had not been touched in years.
Tiny pine trees covered the ground,

Is Now

ankle-deep in pine straw. Her shrubs
were tall. Those kids cleaned the yard
the best they could. When we realized
that we might not get to the other
woman’s house, we split the group,
sending smaller kids to the second
house. The other woman was near 90,
limited in what she could do. Yet, she
cut her grass before we came, because
she didn’t want us to see how bad it
was. We were glad we sent the smaller
kids, because that yard was easy.”
Their next project included helping
a woman who had recently lost her
husband and whose health had been
steadily declining. “She needed to
sell their van, but it was in bad shape.
Thank goodness we had men on that
trip, because the van had sat for so
long that it had rats’ nests inside. The
tires were flat on the bottom, needing

to be driven to get them round again.
With the nests removed, the children
cleaned from top to bottom, causing
that van to look new. That same day,
the center hosted a senior adult
luncheon, so we took the children
to the beach to get out of the way.
When we returned, that woman
had driven the van to the center,
attended the senior luncheon,
and told everyone about the children cleaning the van.”
Three, Four, Hear the
Tractor Roar
In 2016, the children’s missions team
ventured on Good Friday weekend
to Suches, Georgia, to work with
Mountain Fellowship Campground.
“The children were assigned the task
of cleaning the camp. Being a large,

“It’s fun
doing missions
and helping
people with stuff
they can’t do.”
—Jackson

A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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“It’s fun to paint
and do yard
work so that it
looks good when
other missions
teams come to
work.” —Noah

trailers of sticks and limbs. They used
drills to hang hooks and rope in the
cabins for curtains (the rope was used
for curtain rods). The camp director
spent the weekend helping them and
letting them sit with him while they
drove the tractor. On Sunday morning,
we had our own worship service. That
night, it snowed in the mountains of
North Georgia and was just beautiful.”

step for the resort ministry to be
able to reach out to people without
worrying about the physical work
around the center.”

Seven, Eight, Stay up Late
In 2018, the children’s missions trip
was halted. Their church, Glynwood
Baptist, sits between two counties.
“Our children live in two different
school zones,” shared Diane. “Our
Five, Six, Paint to Mix
missions trips are during spring
In 2017, the children returned to break.” However, every few years, like
the Dauphin Island Baptist Church’s
rustic site, the cabins had no bath- Resort Ministry Center. During this
Requirements for
rooms. The children didn’t complain, trip, their assignment was to spruce
Participation
but the moms made up for it. They up the center before summer groups
1. Children must be actively
have laughed since about brushing arrived. The children filled sandbags
involved in GA® and RA® missions
classes.
their teeth in an outside sink in cold for the volleyball court, painted the
2. At least one parent or other
weather. They sacrificed for the Lord dining hall, and cleaned flowerbeds.
adult family member must accomon that trip.
The resort spreads those summer
pany the child.
“The children had not worked hard missions teams out across the island
3. Siblings of an RA or a GA are
like this before, picking up limbs, and mainland, helping residents in
allowed to participate at the parcleaning paths, and building trails for need. “During Bible study, the chilent’s discretion.
future campers. They loaded some 10 dren learned that this is the first
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“I really
liked how we
were all having
fun while helping
others.”
–Allen

this particular year, the counties have
Children’s Checklist
separate breaks, making it hard to
B
 ible
plan a trip.
n
 otebook
They didn’t give up. “We decided to
 pen
do local missions, hosting free movie
 child-size

rake
nights throughout summer to the
 hoe
public. Being an outdoor event, we
 work gloves
invite the community to bring lawn
Leader To-Do List
chairs, blankets, and enjoy activities
 Set date.
before the movie. The children and
 Determine location.
their parents serve hot dogs, popcorn,
 Arrange transportation.
snow cones, and drinks. They set up
 Consider lodging.
a craft table for making salvation
 Plan meals.
bracelets, a face-painting table, and
 Practice flexibility.
games. Their Acteens Activator parents have gone down memory lane,
about 20 years back, and do puppet to the physical work the kids have
shows they did as Activators.”
been limited to, there has been little
people-contact. However, our movie
Nine, Ten, Begin Again
nights opened opportunities, and
Because the second movie night was the children are now sharing their
rained out and rescheduled, this faith using the salvation zip-pulls and
group hosted a third one in the fall. bracelets.” M
“It has been fun, and the community
SHELLI LITTLETON lives near Dallas, Texas,
has responded,” shared Diane. “Due and can be found at shellilittleton.com.

“Having it
snow in the
mountains on
Easter Sunday
was pretty cool.
We don’t get
to see snow a
lot, and it felt
like God was
rewarding us for
our hard work.”
—Gracie
A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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By Brittany Conner

A Light in the Land
Christian workers
passionately offer hope
to the hopeless.
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F

loor-length brightly patterned
skirts swish with each step
as the mom and her daughters sidestep piles of trash
and heaps of sand. They reach their
friend’s home and tap off the tan
grit from their shoes before entering.
Their friend, Fatima*, eagerly welcomes her guests and ushers them
inside. Red and blue woven rugs are
scattered across the hard floor of the
living space, adding color to the tidy
yet cramped home. Garlic permeates
the air from a pot simmering nearby.
On a short stand, incense smoke
lazily wafts upward, offering a subtle
spicy scent to the home.
Fatima leaves the room and reappears, bringing a tray of cookies and
pot of pungent tea. She pours a cup
for each of her guests before settling
in her seat. Each woman sips and
smiles, enjoying the afternoon visit.
Soon, Megan Street* asks Fatima
about her husband, Ahmed*. Fatima
sadly shakes her head. Even though
she has prayed for Ahmed and has
shared with him about her faith
in Jesus, Ahmed does not understand her new faith. He is resolute
that Islam holds the answers to all
their needs.
Fatima finds Ahmed’s rejection
even more difficult since they live
in a communal culture where families as a unit follow the same religion and most often are led by the
men. Fatima asks Megan if Megan’s
husband, Mark*, would be willing
to reach out to Ahmed. Perhaps by
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seeing another man who follows
Jesus, Ahmed would be more open
to receiving the gospel.
For years, Mark met with Ahmed
on a regular basis. He frequently
shared the gospel, but Ahmed’s
heart remained hardened. On one
occasion, Ahmed even stole from
Mark and Megan. The Streets continued to speak truth to Ahmed and
pray for him.
One night, Ahmed had a dream in
which he told God about his worries
and problems. “A man in white, that
Ahmed immediately recognized as
Jesus, came to Ahmed in the dream
and told him that Mark was the one
who could help him know how to
solve his problems,” says Megan, a
Christian worker in Northern Africa
and the Middle East. “The next day,
Mark again shared the gospel with
Ahmed, but this time was different.
Ahmed understood his need for a
Savior and chose to believe that day!”

From Sun Land to Sand Land
Mark and Megan have served in
Northern Africa and the Middle East
for almost 15 years. They moved
there when their oldest daughter,
Shannon*, was a baby. Their two
other daughters, Catherine* and
Jasmine*, were born while overseas.
The family lived for several years in
a country they call the Sun Land.
When war erupted in their nation,
the Street family quickly fled to a
neighboring country.
“We ended up taking one of the
last flights out of the country without even knowing it at the time,”
Megan says. The Street family now
lives in the Sand Land where many
refugees from the Sun Land have
escaped. Mark and Megan minister
to the refugees around them as well
as internally displaced people who
remain in the Sun Land.
Much of their time is spent listening to those who are hurt and
hopeless. The refugees have lost their

The Streets have learned that the best way to introduce their people to Jesus is to
listen to their stories of loss and trauma.
The Streets and their team are learning ways to be more effective in how they minister to refugees. Activities such as drawing and music may help the children who have
experienced traumatic events.

physical possessions, as well as connections to extended relatives, hopes
for their children, and the ability to
provide for their families.
“They’ve lost their dreams and their
futures,” Mark explains. “Islam isn’t
coming through for them as they’ve
always assumed. The extended family
units have always been their strength;
those units are now completely broken down as they’ve been physically separated and as many family

members have died and continue to
die from war, disease, and famine.”
The Streets have learned that the
best way to introduce their people to
Jesus the Healer is to listen to their
stories of loss and trauma. The Streets
and their team are learning ways to be
more effective in how they minister
to refugees who have lost everything.
“Only in listening to someone’s
heart to hear where they really are
can we offer the Healer to them
A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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where they need Him most,” Megan
says. “Speaking to people’s heads
helps no one. Our people know Islam
mentally and can debate all day long
in that arena, but they do not know
our Father.”
Mark and Megan say such ministry
takes time. They must be consistent
in visiting with people, meeting physical needs and speaking words of truth
and hope. The gospel must be presented numerous times and the people need to see the gospel in action.
“A Muslim who comes to Christ will
have had multiple encounters with the
gospel in his or her lifetime,” Megan
says. “Because we can’t see people’s
heart or know where they are on the
journey, we can’t make assumptions.
Each time we’re given an opportunity
to speak truth in a person’s heart we
must take that opportunity.”

Becoming Family
Much of the Streets’ ministry is relational. Megan and her girls spend
hours each week visiting with other
families and playing with the children.
Refugees from the Sun Land who are
living in the Sand Land often live in

PRAY
● the Streets would have wisdom
as they homeschool, minister in
the Sand Land, and still maintain
relationships with those in the Sun
Land;
● God would establish a church in
the Sand Land among refugees,
despite many believers being
afraid to associate with others;
● believers in the Sun Land would
remain bold, and God would meet
their physical needs.

This month find more missionary stories at
wmu.com/adults.
●M
 issionary Spotlight update: Mark and
Megan Street*
●B
 randon Clements: Persistent in Reaching
South Carolina Families
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A worker talks with a boy about his drawing of his home before he and his family
fled their country.
In the Sun Land, families as a unit follow the same religion and most often are led by
the men.

fear and try to remain hidden. They
want community but don’t want it
from the nationals living around them.
Since the Street family spent years living in the Sun Land, they often have
immediate connections with refugees.
“Once they see who we are and that we
know and ‘get’ them, they can’t get
enough,” Megan says. “Our family can
quickly become their missing family.”
One day shortly after the Streets
moved to the Sand Land, Megan
walked out of her house to find an
elderly woman waiting for her. The
neighbor, Helen*, loudly began
berating Megan. Through the garbled language and strange dialect, Megan discerned that Helen

couldn’t believe Megan had been in
the house three days and had not yet
visited her.
“This started my relationship with
Helen, and it wasn’t long before she
expected me and my girls to visit her
every Friday along with her daughters,
daughters-in-law, and granddaughters,” Megan says. “Her friendship
opened up doors for me into many
other women’s lives who were able to
hear about Christ for the first time.”

Difference Between Life
and Death
The Streets continue to have a presence in the Sun Land through a
national partner who still lives there.

Thanks to funds from the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering® and Baptist Global Response, as well as from
individual donors, the Streets are able to get funds to
their partner who uses the money to help believers with
necessary living expenses. “We’ve empowered him to
lead other nationals to be the hands and feet of Christ,”
Megan says.
Mark also has found refugees in the Sand Land who
came from the Sun Land and are Christ followers. The
Streets have helped these young men open a small
business that allows the men to connect with other
refugees, find others who are seeking for truth, and
also provide a way for the men to earn money.
The people from the Sun Land have great needs,
Mark says. “Ultimately, they need peace and hope that
are only available through Jesus Christ. But because
of ongoing war and conflict, they also need the basics
for life like food, water, and medical care.”
Because of money the Streets have received through
Southern Baptist channels, Christian leaders in the
Sun Land and the Sand Land are able to care for other
Christians and their neighbors. “This is literally one of
the times when helping is the difference between life
and death for people in the Sun Land,” Mark reports.

Spirit-led Days
Mark and Megan say they encounter deep needs
everywhere they go, whether it’s a child begging
for food or a neighbor hungry for companionship.
Knowing how to address rampant needs and constant demands on their time is a balancing act. “The
key is allowing God to lead,” Megan says. “If we are
connected with the Spirit, He will show us how to
spend our moments. At the end of a Spirit-led day,
it matters very little to us personally what we did or
didn’t do. We want to be led by the Spirit as we walk

A Christian worker plays a small guitar and sings with a
refugee family.
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Changes Generations

You can help change lives by becoming a
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through our days and use our time in a way that gloThe Baptist Children’s Village
rifies our Father.”
Changes
Generations
The Streets say prayer
is integral
to their ability to
meet needs and to bring healing to their community.
They encourage believers everywhere to join them in
praying for areas around the world that are experiencing conflict. Ask God to give the church in those
areas boldness and wisdom to remain a light in the
dark. The Streets also encourage Christians to become
educated about situations and challenges in Northern
Africa and the Middle East. Finally, the Streets say
financial support given to refugee projects through
the International Mission Board or Baptist Global
Response will enable workers like them to continue to
help those most in crisis.
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BRITTANY CONNER lives in Jacksonville, Florida, with her husband,
four children, dog, two cats, guinea pig, turtle, and fish.
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by Emily Clark

Sun, Sand, and Struggle in
Northern Africa and the Middle East
A Taste of Tabbouleh
Food is very important in Middle Eastern culture. Meals are social
events, and good hospitality means you always cook for your guests.
Typical ingredients in Middle Eastern cuisine include lemon, olive oil,
and lots of spices. Warm pita bread is served with almost every meal.
In many meals, pita is even used instead of utensils. Try making this
traditional Lebanese dish and eating it with warm pita.
(Source: There’s a Missionary Loose in the Kitchen by Laurie Ingram and Becky Nelson)

 Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples
live in a place where history blends with the
modern world.
 Over the years, Muslims, herdsmen, and Christian farmers have struggled with one another for
resources and living space.
 While Northern Africa was at one time inhabited mainly by the Berber peoples, today it has
many immigrants from Arabia.
 The Middle East is the transcontinental area
between western Asia and Egypt. It includes
17 nations.
 The landscape in Northern Africa and the
Middle East is quite varied. It includes mountain
ranges, deserts, and fertile plains.
 In some areas of Northern Africa and the
Middle East, 1 out of 56 people lives as a refugee.
Many people make their living as coffee growers
or camel herders.

Ingredients
1 cup bulgur (or substitute
quinoa as a gluten-free
option)
2 cups boiling water
1 cup fresh parsley, chopped
¼ cup fresh mint, chopped
3 tomatoes, chopped
½ cucumber, chopped
1 bunch of scallions, chopped
½ cup olive oil
Juice of 2 lemons
1 teaspoon salt
Pepper, to taste
Mix bulgur with boiling water
in a large bowl. Let set for 45
minutes. Drain and squeeze
to remove excess water. Add
in parsley, mint, tomatoes,
cucumber, scallions, oil, lemon juice, salt, and pepper. Refrigerate approximately 2 hours before serving. Serve over lettuce or with warm pita bread.

WHAT TO WEAR
National dress varies widely throughout the Middle East
and Northern Africa. In many areas, the form of dress has
largely adapted to Western styles; however, traditional
garments are still worn in other areas.
Traditional dress for men and women includes a
thawb, a long free-flowing garment typically with long
sleeves. Men and women wear a black or brown cloak
over this garment. Sometimes women wear modern
Western clothing under their cloak instead of the thawb.
Men wear a turban or cap on their heads, and women
wear a hijab headscarf and may also veil their face.
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Fun in the Sun
UNIVERSAL
GAMES
UNO is a treasure in the
Sun Land. If a child has a
stack of cards, he or she
will use them until they
are tattered and unreadable. The child will be
the favorite child in the
neighborhood as long as
the cards are available. No
hard-and-fast rules apply,
as the children make their
own rules as they go. How
fun might that be!
Children often play,
collect, or trade marbles.
Girls can always be seen
playing jacks with rocks.
Collect some rocks and
try a game of jacks, or get
your own UNO deck and
start playing!

LET’S MAKE A FANOOS
Fanoos is the Arabic word for “lantern.” These lanterns
were created in Egypt and have now spread across the
Middle East. They are associated with the Muslim holy
month Ramadan. Children often make simple paper lanterns to decorate their houses for the celebration. Try
making your own fanoos. As you work, pray that the
children across the world who make these lanterns will
come to know Jesus.

starting at the fold. Space the cuts approximately 1 inch
apart and continue across the length of the paper.
3. Unfold the paper and wrap the short sides around to
meet each other. Tape them together at the top, bottom,
and middle.
4. Cut a small strip of paper to form a handle for your lantern and tape it across the top
of the lantern.

What you need:
• Cardstock or construction paper
• Scissors
• Tape
• Supplies to decorate your lantern
What you do:
1. Start by decorating one piece on cardstock or construction paper. You can draw, paint, use stickers
or glitter. Be as creative as you want!
2. Fold the paper in half with long sides together.
Using scissors, make cuts across 2/3 of the paper,
EMILY CLARK is from Newburgh, Indiana, and loves to travel
with friends and family. She enjoys combining her faith with
her passion for writing and exploring new places.
A p r i l 2 019 | Missions Mosaic
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By Danette High

DANIEL

Displaced by a Conquering Nation

I

n many political revolutions, no allowances are made
to preserve the young and educated in a society. In the
case of Daniel, however, the king decided to set apart some

of the young men from Jerusalem to train them for palace
service. You’ve certainly heard the stories of Daniel and his
friends. This is the story of how they ended up in Babylon.

A Story from Daniel 1
King Nebuchadnezzar, having
taken over large parts of Jerusalem, ordered his chief of staff to
bring some of Jerusalem’s young
men to his palace. He wanted them
to be strong, healthy, good-looking,
and of high political standing. The
king expressed that the young men
should be smart and able to exercise good judgment. He planned
to train these exiles to work in his
palace. As a part of his plan, they
would learn the language, literature, and culture of Babylon. The
king ordered them to be cared for,
even giving them the rich food
prepared in his own kitchens. The
three-year regimen made them
ready for royal service.
Daniel and his three friends,
known in Babylon as Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, were four
of the young men chosen. But Daniel’s customs did not allow him to
eat the food and drink the wine
given to them by the king. He asked
the chief of staff for permission
Reflecting
Now that you’ve read the story, take
some time to reflect.
1. What did you like about the
story?
2. What did you learn about God?
How did God show His faithfulness
to Daniel?
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not to eat these unacceptable foods
(for they were against his religious
laws.) Now God had given the chief
of staff both respect and affection
for Daniel. Although he wanted to
comply with Daniel’s wishes, he
was afraid of the consequences that
would come from the king if Daniel
and his friends didn’t appear to be
eating well.
Daniel spoke with the attendant
who had been appointed by the
chief of staff to look after Daniel
and his friends. “Please test us for
ten days on a diet of vegetables
and water,” Daniel explained. “At
the end of the ten days, see how we
look compared to the other young
men who are eating the king’s food.
Then make your decision in light
of what you see.” The attendant
agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and
tested them for ten days.
At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked
healthier and better nourished
than the young men who had been
3. What did you learn about people? How did Daniel and his friends
handle their displacement?
4. What are the guidelines drawn
from this story that all refugees
could follow?
5. After hearing this story,
what should your response be? A

eating the king’s food. So after
that, the attendant fed them only
vegetables instead of the rich food
and wine provided for the others.
God gave these four young men
an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of literature
and wisdom. And God gave Daniel
the unique ability to interpret the
meanings of visions and dreams.
When the training period ordered
by the king was completed, the
chief of staff brought all the young
men to King Nebuchadnezzar. The
king talked with them, and no one
impressed him as much as Daniel
and his friends. So they entered the
royal service. Whenever the king
asked them about any matter requiring wisdom and balanced judgment,
he found them ten times more capable than any of the men he usually
consulted in his entire kingdom.
God used Daniel in his position as consultant to the king for
many years. Throughout, Daniel
remained faithful to God.
response could be an action reaching out to others, a time of praise to
God, or an adjustment to your attitude or thinking.
Learn More
Read Psalm 90:1. Reflecting on
Daniel’s story, how did Daniel find

"Enlarge the place of your tent,
stretch your tent curtains wide, do
not hold back; lengthen your cords,
strengthen your stakes. Isaiah 54:2

Refugees entering the country
have many needs.

his “home” in God when he was far
from his family’s home? Daniel and
his friends even took on new names
in Babylon! Think about your own
home. If you were displaced, how
secure is your home in God? Do you
trust Him to be enough?
Go Deeper
Over the next few days, read Daniel
2 through Daniel 6. For each chapter,
write one difficulty Daniel faced in
his life as a “stranger.” Then, for each
chapter, list one way God sustained
and honored Daniel’s faith.
Valuable Lesson
Jeff and Darla approached retirement wondering what their lives
would hold. Jeff was wrapping up
years with Exxon. Darla had spent
her career in social work. They
moved from Texas to Virginia,
bought a home, and settled into
suburban life. Years before, Darla
had been given a verse by a friend,
Isaiah 54:2, “Enlarge the place of

your tents.” The verse goes on to
describe the many children of the
barren woman.
Little did Jeff and Darla know that
their many children (apart from their
four grown children) would include
scores of refugees from Myanmar,
Nepal, and the Congo region. What
began as a visit to the refugee resettlement office and the “adoption” of
a refugee family grew to a full-time
volunteer life. Jeff and Darla have
outfitted apartments, held clothing
drives, hosted baby showers, and
recruited English as a second language volunteers. They organized a
church plant attended by refugees
from several countries.
Jeff and Darla have learned there
is more satisfaction in loving a refugee than filling their personal social
calendar. They are more concerned
with giving the donations away that
are filling their garage than vacuuming the floors inside their home.
They may not know what tomorrow’s ministry holds, but they

know that “the God of all the earth”
named in Isaiah 54 has brought the
world to them.
Help
Retirement can be a place to reinvent yourself. You don’t have to be
a full-time volunteer. Offer your
services for a few hours per week.
Use the skills you’ve developed
over a lifetime to invest in a refugee family.
Pray
Although volunteers may seem tireless, some are utterly exhausted.
Even though they operate out of a
sense of calling and love, they experience frustrations. Pray they will
be patient with refugee discouragement, agency bureaucracy, and lack
of help from fellow believers. Ask
God to remind them of His love and
His rest as their model for service. M
DANETTE HIGH stands in awe of the courage of
refugees and is honored to have so many friends
investing their lives in displaced people.
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By Shelli Littleton

A Simple, Complicated Event
Tie the knot between the Great Commission
and the Great Commandment.

“How did

introvert me
become a public speaker?” I ask
myself, as I ready my speaking
notes and ponder how to marry the
Great Commission with the Great
Commandment. Little ole me? I’m
the one who sweated bullets when
standing in front of her high school
class to deliver an oral book report.
My quiet confidence today is really a
simple and complicated explanation.

Come to the Table
I thought I knew the Lord, until I
knew the Lord. I accepted Christ as a
child, but I didn’t realize my desperate need for Him until my mid-20s,
when I began dealing with infertility.
As a teen, I’d had doubts regarding
my salvation. But my first exploratory surgery landed me face down
on the floor, forcing me to ask myself
these very questions: Do you really
love God? Do you believe Him? Do
you trust Him? Is He truly the one
you want to spend your life with?

In the middle of
family prayer one
night, my five-yearold said, “Mama, I
want to ask Jesus
into my heart.” And
two years later, she
took her baby
sister’s hand and
led her in that
same heartfelt
sinner’s prayer.

Focus on Family
When God gave me two daughters through adoption, I knew they
needed to know this perfect One
whom I had found. “Your neighbor”
is the one in need, and that defines
anyone without Christ (Luke 10). I
wanted my needy girls to trust this
heavenly Father—to trust that He
placed them in our home and that He
was the author of families. Though I
brought them to church, teaching
them about Jesus was my calling.
In the middle of family prayer one
night, my five-year-old said, “Mama,
I want to ask Jesus into my heart.”
And two years later, she took her
baby sister’s hand and led her in that
same heartfelt sinner’s prayer.

Prepare for the Wedding
Every song I ever sang in that old
hymnal as a child flooded my mind
and soul and poured out of my
mouth. My eyes were only for Him. I
was a believer, and my desperate hour
caused me to clothe myself with Bible
study after Bible study. I realized I
didn’t know God the way I wanted
and needed to know Him. But the
search for the Groom is what makes
one desire Him all the more. When I
realized my great love for Him, I took Go into the World
His hand and walked down the aisle, My husband said, “You should write.”
rededicating my life to Him.
Me? And the words flooded my heart,
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as I shared page by page of surviving
desperate times of infertility and my
13-month-old daughter’s cancer battle. This introvert walked through
one open door after another, following the faithful Groom. Going
into the world isn’t an option when
you love the Lord your God with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your
mind (Matt. 28:19). It’s the natural progression, because when you
love your neighbor—starting with
your children, spouse, parents—you
want them to marry and truly know
this Groom, too. Do I get nervous
speaking, sharing about God’s love?
Yes. Saying I get butterflies sounds
too lovely to describe the sickness I
feel. But the Lord has proved He is
with me always. And it’s as simple
and complicated as that. M
SHELLI LITTLETON lives near Dallas, Texas,
and writes at shellilittleton.com.

missions matters | Cultural Divides

By Lucretia Mobbs

I Am Not a Mistake
Learn how to help when a hug and a prayer can’t fix it.

Have you ever

made a
really bad mistake? No one makes it
through life without making mistakes,
some of them really bad. Were the consequences of your mistakes slight?
Have you ever been treated as a
mistake? A failure? A “them” rather
than a person? People battling addictions are often treated this way,
sometimes by well-meaning Christians who think they’re helping.
The consequences of addiction are
brutal with lifelong effects. Whole
families are affected and entire communities are inflamed in the turmoil
of addiction. No one is left unscathed.
Families of the addicted feel stigmatized.
They struggle with guilt, shame, and
regret, forever questioning their actions.
Scientific research into addiction has
advanced dramatically. The National Institute on Drug Abuse explains addiction as a
disease affecting both the brain and behavior. Addiction impairs the ability to abstain,

increases craving, and diminishes recognition of the problem.
People are addicted to many things:
drugs, alcohol, food, sex, entertainment,
gambling, the Internet, and shopping. Our
culture disregards some addictions; yet all
are harmful, with some being more openly
harmful than others.
God’s Plan Is Redemption
Redemption was God’s plan before the
beginning. He initiated redemption when
He made a covenant with Abraham (Gen.
12). Paul states it clearly in Romans 5:8:
“But God demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” God doesn’t ask us to stop
sinning before He acts, and Jesus actively
sought out those whom the religious leaders rejected as worthless failures. It’s called
grace. It’s beautiful, and it’s free.
Has someone extended grace to you?
How did you feel afterward? Relieved,
grateful, hopeful, loved? To truly help,
you must engage the
addicted and their families
with the tough love and
grace of Christ, not judgment. The pain and shame
of addiction is unbearable without Jesus. Godly,
grace-filled support could
turn the tide in someone’s
recovery and ease a family
through the pain to hope.
“There are no dead ends
in God’s grace,” said David
Crosby, author of Your Pain
Is Changing You (New Hope
Publishers). Aren’t you
glad? M
LUCRETIA MOBBS saw God’s grace
abound while working with women
in recovery.

WHAT’S
HELPFUL?
WHAT’S NOT?
Consider these
ideas:

●Invite a mental health
professional to speak
at a community
seminar.
●S
 tart support groups
and peer-led groups.
●R
 ecognize relapse is
part of recovery.
● L isten without judging. Express empathy
and compassion. Ask,
“What happened?”
not, “What’s wrong?”
●A
 void spiritual platitudes and the “fix-it”
attitude. You can
support, but you can’t
fix it.
● “ Us and them” thinking
isolates. Recognize it
every time you say the
word “them.”
●Y
 our love expressed
in words and deeds
help the addicted to
experience Christ’s
powerful love.
●D
 o pray and give hugs
but don’t give the false
impression that Jesus
will make it all go away.
Addiction doesn’t go
away. Recovery lasts a
lifetime.
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By L aura Macfarlan

NEVER GIVE IN
Eternal glory will triumph over temporary struggles.

“This is the lesson:
never give in, never
give in, never, never,
never, never—in
nothing, great
or small, large or
petty—never give
in except to convictions of honour and
good sense. Never
yield to force; never
yield to the apparently overwhelming
might of the enemy.”
26
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Prime Minister Winston Churchill spoke those words to students
at his alma mater, Harrow School, in
1941. His admonition mirrors the
words of the Apostle Paul almost
two millennia before: “we do not
lose heart” (2 Cor. 4:1, 16). Paul
encourages believers to stay the
course—to keep on keeping on so
that God would be glorified and the
gospel would go forth.
The last words of our Lord, “Go
and make disciples” (Matt. 28:19–20),
challenge us to never give in and to
refuse to lose heart as we pursue relationships. Our Lord entrusted the gospel to us. Each generation of believers
has faithfully conveyed the truth to
the next generation, and Christianity
has never disappeared from the earth.
For 2,000 years, Christ followers have
collectively “never, never, never” given
up. Paul’s challenge to the Corinthians
equips and motivates us to remain
faithful in pursuing relationships
today so that the gospel will continue
to the next generation.
Second Corinthians 4 reminds us
that we have an assignment, we have
help to do it, and we must fixate on
Him to complete it. Read through
this passage carefully and prayerfully,

asking the Holy Spirit to both convict
and empower you to lean into loving
others and make the most of opportunities to share the gospel.
We Have an Assignment
(2 Cor. 4:1–5)

God created us for His glory (Isa.
43:7). We are His. Our service to
His kingdom is a loving response to
the One who created and redeemed
us. He doesn’t need us but chooses
to use us and allows us to be part of
what He is doing.
When my granddaughter comes to
visit, she and I always bake cookies
together. Certainly, Grammy could
bake cookies much more efficiently
without the help of three-year-old
Julia Grace. But I want her to be part
of what I am doing. I want her to
want to help me. I delight in spending this time with her. And our great
God (amazingly) delights in allowing
us to “help” Him, as well.
ASK YOURSELF
1.Will you thank Him for the sacred
privilege of ministry that comes from His
mercy (v. 1)?
2. Will you choose to abandon deception or
distortion, knowing the ends never justify
the means in service to God (vv. 2–3)?

3. Will you allow the light of Christ to shine
through you as you love others (v. 4)?
4. Will you refuse to promote yourself but
keep the spotlight all on Jesus as you
serve (v. 5)?

We Have His Help to Do It
(2 Cor. 4:6–14)

When we say, “Yes, Sir,” God does
not abandon us to our own resources.
He empowers and equips us for the
call. Before He ascended into heaven,
Jesus promised to send the Holy
Spirit to live within us so the gospel
would be carried from Jerusalem to
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Victory is assured because God is in this
with us. Hallelujah!
Are you daily choosing to allow His
light to shine forth from your heart?
Is God’s glory on display in all you
do (v. 6)? We are weak and frail jars
of clay, but our hearts are filled with
the power of God. The treasure of the
gospel cannot be manufactured by
human effort. It is from God Almighty.
Are you appropriating His power
to complete your daily love assignment (v. 7)?
Choosing to love others is not easy.
People will hurt us. They will reject
and rebuff, disdain, discourage, and
disappoint. They may never acknowledge or appreciate us. Intentionally
pursuing difficult relationships will
lead to stress, confusion, persecution,
and rejection. But because of Jesus,
we are not completely crushed, never
in total despair, not abandoned, and
not destroyed.
Will you choose to keep your eyes
on God as you love others (vv. 8–9)?

Hardships and hard people prove
the reality of our faith. They present opportunities for His life to be
revealed in us. We do in His strength
what we could never do on our own.
Dying to self looks different in each
relationship. Consider these instances:
1. Staying up way past your bedtime to listen and talk when a teenager is ready for conversation
2. Spending time with a complaining parent
3. Hosting the neighborhood children for Backyard Bible Club
4. Hanging out with coworkers
who do not share your values
5. Inviting the neighbors over for
dinner when you would rather just
curl up with a good book
6. Using your free afternoon to go
to the hospital, the nursing home, or
next door
7. Giving up your vacation to go
across the world
Are you choosing to die to yourself
so that the gospel will go forth and
Christ is unhindered in your life (vv.
10–14)?

ASK YOURSELF
1. Will you ask God to give you a desire to
reach more and more people for Him
(v. 15)?
2.Will you celebrate the daily renewal
that comes from abiding in God and His
Word (v. 16)?
3. Will you ask God to give you an eternal
perspective to view the challenges of this
world as only temporary troubles that are
eclipsed by the glory of God (v. 17)?

We are all prone to both physical
and spiritual myopia. But the Holy
Spirit enables us to be far-sighted
to see the crusty, difficult-to-love,
ungrateful recipient of our love
through the lens of eternity. We
acknowledge that we, too, were once
lost and now are found. We, too, were
hungry and found the Bread of life,
thirsty and found the Living Water.
As we choose to love the unlovable
and to relentlessly pursue relationships with those who need Him, they
will become hungry and thirsty for
Him because of our faithful example.
Will you choose to see beyond the
temporary and fix your eyes on the
unseen (v. 18)?
We Fixate on Him to
Our relentless pursuit of those
Complete It (2 Cor. 4:15–18)
in our sphere of influence is a Great
The completion of our assignment Commission assignment that brings
is impossible apart from Him but satisfaction to us, eternal security to
brings unparalleled delight in Him. others, and (most importantly) glory
Sharing the gospel brings the benefit to God. Are you all in, choosing to
of eternal satisfaction to us. Because never, never, never give up? M
we were created to bring Him glory,
nothing short of that will bring joy LAURA MACFARLAN writes, speaks,
and teaches from Siloam Springs,
to our souls. Every other success or Arkansas. You can connect with her at
achievement pales in comparison.
CrossMyHeartMinistry.com.
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By Lynn Durham
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Consistent prayer
yields growth.

“It’s melanoma.” Those were the last words we expected to hear

after my husband had a mole removed. Those words set in motion additional surgery, scans, treatments, and numerous doctor visits along with
good and bad days instead of the plans I had for the year.
Had I not already been focusing on improving my prayer
life, I am sure I would be running from the Lord instead
of to Him. Spending time in prayer does not come naturally to me, and I believe there are others like me. By saying
I’m making prayer a priority just makes it one more thing
to check off my to-do list. So instead, I focus on allowing
prayer to be a time for relationship building with the Lord
and with those for whom I am praying.
Scripture abounds with examples of those who sought
the Lord with urgent needs while the Psalms are full of
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prayers from ones who desired to build a relationship
with the Lord. Jesus gave us a model for prayer while Paul
pleads with us to never cease praying. Having appealed to
his readers to live as living sacrifices while allowing their
minds to be transformed, Paul, in Romans 12:9–13, then
listed a series of expectations that should be the fruit of
the inner transformation. These traits of the Spirit-filled
life say we should “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.” Other translations expand on the
word that modifies “prayer,” using such terms as faithful,

continuing steadfastly, persistent, and
keep on. Philippians 4:6 tells us to pray
“in everything” and Colossians 4:12
refers to prayer as earnest labor. In
other words, prayer should be second
nature, a part of our lifestyle rather
than the last thing we do or something
used just for emergencies.
When prayer stems from an emergency, is used only as the last resort,
or is even limited to generalities, we
shortchange the relationship the
Lord desires us to have. It’s easy to list
those who are ill or ask for blessings
for missionaries, but it takes faith to
pray for specifics. Fear of disappointment often keeps us from asking specifically, while saying “whatever will
be, will be” is really defeatist. Instead
we have a heavenly Father who gives
good gifts (Matt. 7:11) and who has a
plan that is for our good (Jer. 29:11).
All we have to do is ask. Sometimes
emergency prayers are necessary, but
what the Lord teaches us is that prayer
should be persistent and consistent.

Prayer should be second nature,
a part of our lifestyle rather than the
last thing we do or something used
just for emergencies.

1. Persistence in prayer develops
our relationship with the Lord
and begins with trust.

5. Persistence in prayer changes the pray-er.

Shirley, has prayed for her husband’s salvation for almost
60 years. Daily she approaches the Lord and daily she is
patient for the answer. Other friends, Trena and Nikki,
pray for their son and brother. Nikki is battling cancer and
prays the Lord will use her cancer to bring her brother to
salvation. These women believe Matthew 7:7–8 for they
keep asking, seeking, and knocking while they trust the
Lord for the result.

4. Persistence in prayer means giving thanks.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we are instructed to “give thanks
in all circumstances.” H. B. Charles Jr. writes in It Happens after Prayer that gratitude marks the strong Christian. I was challenged to increase my gratitude level so
over the past year I began listing something daily to be
thankful for. Each day I add to the number. This morning I listed #198, and I don’t plan on stopping with #365.
I also began listing the Lord’s attributes as another way
to focus on gratitude for all the Lord has done in my life.

As we pray, the Lord will use prayer to shape our faith,
change the way we pray, and even change the things we
Abraham, though he and Sarah were pray for. The Apostle Paul was tormented by something
old, trusted the Lord to fulfill the the Lord would not remove from his life. Yet Paul underpromise of a son. Romans 4:21 states stood that the Lord working through his weakness was a
that he was “fully convinced that God greater glory than the pain he endured. I have learned that
was able to do what he had promised.” when what I have prayed for doesn’t seem to have been
We must trust the Lord to answer.
answered, to ask myself if my desire would glorify the Lord.

2. Persistence in prayer takes commitment.
In our fast-paced, activity-filled world that pushes the
tyranny of the urgent, carving out specific time for prayer
may mean getting up earlier, turning off social media, or
simply closing the bedroom door. My closet is full of journals, for I find it easier to focus when writing my prayers.
Plus, I have a record of when I initially prayed for particular
needs. Art journaling is another way to express your love
for the Lord. Instead of making a list of names and needs,
try praying the Psalms or Paul’s prayers in his letters.

3. Persistence in prayer takes time.
While the Lord often answers our prayers within a short
time, He will also use time to grow our patience so we
don’t use prayer as a means to a desired end. My friend,

The last nine months have meant trips to a cancer
center for treatment every three weeks but the trips
have also been times spent with my husband. While he
is being injected, I journal and pray for him, our church
and ministry, and the other patients sitting around us.
Looking back through my journals this year I see change
in the way I approach the Lord. I still cry out to Him
for healing for my husband and Nikki, and I still cry
out for salvation for lost loved ones. However, most of
all I see growth. Persistence in prayer has meant spiritual growth, a greater knowledge and understanding of
Scripture, wisdom, love for others, patience, hope, and,
most of all, a greater love for my Savior. M
LYNN DURHAM loves being a pastor’s wife and mother and leading
adult women to learn to love the Lord more through His Word.
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by Ena Redding*

More than a Spiritual
Pep Talk
Prayer Patterns is a monthly devotional guide highlighting prayer for missionaries on their birthdays.

“Never give up.” I expect to see this quote on a T-shirt at
the gym. People use this phrase to motivate, and usually the focus is
on self. The Bible encourages us not to give up, but “never give up”
is more than a spiritual pep talk. How does God’s Word help us stay
focused on Him? As we journey through the Bible this month, I pray
you will be encouraged to persevere. As you do, keep focused on what
God has done. Remember that He sustains us as we press forward, so
we aren’t relying on ourselves. We are challenged to be in an unshakable pursuit of God because He pursued us. In our unshakable pursuit, we may see some things we should give up. We may stumble
imperfectly along the way, but we are called to press on because of the

PRAYER CALENDAR IDEA:
Gather flower seed packets. Write
missionary names on strips of paper.
Tape the strips of paper on each
seed packet and place in a basket.
Ask each woman to take a packet
of seeds. Read missionary names
aloud. Pray for each missionary to be
persistent in sharing the gospel with
those with whom he or she comes in
contact. Encourage each woman to
take a seed packet home and plant
the seeds. Remind them to pray for
the missionaries.

glorious hope set before us.

P

rayer is a consistent theme in
Scripture. The prophet Samuel
took prayer so seriously that he considered it a sin if he ceased praying
for the people of God (1 Sam. 12:23).
Paul also called for persistent prayer
in the lives of believers (Eph. 6:18).
Jesus illustrated to His listeners not
to give up in prayer, whether it was
praying for justice as described here
in Luke 18, staying spiritually alert
(Luke 21:36), or sharing in each
other’s sorrows (Matt. 26:38). It is
tempting to give up in prayer when
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we are tired, discouraged, or not
actively pursuing our relationship
with the Lord. The key to persevering in prayer is not perfection but
persistence.
As I prepared to move overseas,
I had the joy of asking 100 people
to be in daily prayer for me. This
prayer network has been a blessing and an encouragement. Finding
the time and space to pray is sometimes a challenge, but knowing I am
prayed for and praying for others
help me not to give up.
PRAYER

FOCUS—SOUTHEAST

ASIAN

PEO-

PLES: “So many places are ready to

hear!” exclaims a believer who feels

overwhelmed by the plentiful harvest.
New Khmer believers in Cambodia are
hungry to learn the Word of God, but there
are not enough Christian leaders to reach
all the new church plants as frequently as
they would like. Pray that Khmer leaders
will be trained well to disciple others who
desire to disciple still others.

• pray • p ray

MONDAY, APRIL 1
Passage: Luke 18:1–8
Focus: Luke 18:1

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Ray Meadows
California: Mark Amaya, Angelita
Gutierrez
Georgia: Rebecca Hampton, Barry
Odom, Austin Prince
Michigan: David Blok
Mississippi: Brent Freeman
Ohio: James Haggy
South Carolina: Greg Pendarvis

STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Herbert Martin, Doug Virgin
IMB: Christina Cheng, SP

TUESDAY, APRIL 2
Passage: Galatians 6:7–10
Focus: Galatians 6:9

I

like to see quick results, especially
if I’m anticipating something
good. More often than not, God’s
timetable hasn’t coincided with my
well-intended plans. When we face
delayed results while doing good or
pursuing the right thing, what is our
initial reaction? Is it frustration and
impatience, or steadfast obedience?
That can indicate whether we’re sowing to please the flesh or the Spirit.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us there
is a time and season for everything.
God has His proper time in mind for
that, too. That includes our reaping
a harvest for doing good! Unfortunately, we don’t always know or
choose when that exact timing will
be. Sometimes not seeing the results
can cause us to grow weary. Even
then, especially when results are
not clear or guaranteed this side of
heaven, God calls us to walk forward
in faith and not to give up in the
wait for the harvest as we do good.
Until then, pray to sow generously in
doing good to all with the opportunities you have here and now.
Itamar
Elizalde is a collegiate missionary serving
in Worcester. “Please pray for boldness for
me and our student leaders as we share
the gospel in a very dark city. Pray for
PRAYER FOCUS—MASSACHUSETTS:

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alaska: Jim Boyd
California: Medea Anne Brenes,
Alisha Jenkins
Georgia: Sharon Fenneran
Hawaii: April Parks
Massachusetts: Jovan Rivers
Montana: Amy Carroll
New Jersey: Enoch Karnjay
New York: Bryan Johnson
Ohio: Jill Wible
South Carolina: Grayson Hartgrove
Wisconsin: John Klein
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Rachel Sebastian
Central Asian Peoples: BR, TB, WF
East Asian Peoples: KM, LB
European Peoples: Samantha Burgess,
Deb Goforth, Jacob Kirchner, JT
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: HS, MD
South Asian Peoples: MS
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Kimberly Yoakum
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: William Givens, Margaret
Stevens
IMB: Ian Buntain, Susan Canady,
Virginia Irby, Steve Riddle, Neal
Seaborn, Van Thompson, AL

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
Passage: Isaiah 50
Focus: Isaiah 50:7

I

saiah 50 speaks of the Lord’s servant, whom we know to be Christ.
In His mission to be obedient to the
Father, Jesus was unwavering in His
commitment. Where did this determination come from, especially
when He knew He would face suffering? His confidence was in knowing the Lord helps Him. In Psalm
121:1–2, the psalmist acknowledges
the Lord as the source of his help.
Surely this aided the psalmist and
those on the journey to worship in
Jerusalem. With this confidence,
nothing deterred the worshipers
from trekking along nor Christ from

completing the mission His Father
had given Him.
When faced with tasks or challenges with seemingly no help in
sight, it is easy to want to quit. In
John 14, Jesus promises the Holy
Spirit, identified as our Helper who
is continually with us and in us. We
often forget that when we want to
throw in the towel! In prayer today,
acknowledge the Lord as your
source of help. Pray for a reliance on
Him and not on your abilities as you
follow in obedience.
PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEOPLES: Many people in Mozambique make
a decision to follow Christ, but for them,
it just means coming to church every Sunday. It is a religion and not Christianity.
Pray Ephesians 4:12, asking that evangelical leadership will understand that their
responsibility is to disciple people for the
work of ministry.

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS

strength, healing, and wisdom with ongoing, personal health issues. Pray for wisdom with upcoming decisions.”

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • pray • pray • p ray

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
East Asian Peoples: Cornelia Walker, JH
European Peoples: Linda Burk,
Adam Coker
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: JB, KH
South Asian Peoples: AR
Southeast Asian Peoples: Dottie
Smith, BS, CB, EE, JO, SB
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Kristi
Emeish, DB

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: April Lesher
Arkansas: Andrew Munneke
California: Aubrey Liddell
Colorado: Alan Carr
Georgia: Trent Dollyhigh, Isaiah
Falade
Indiana: Lisa Castro
Kentucky: Josh McWherter
Louisiana: Seane Rice
Massachusetts: Fletcher Lang
Nebraska: Pablo Centurion
New York: Lot Bondad
Ohio: Tiffany Hughes
Oregon: Miguel Mejía
Virginia: Hana Tadesse
Washington: Michael Smith
Wyoming: Kathy Bella
British Columbia: April Austin
Quebec: David Pothier
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: LC, SH, TK
East Asian Peoples: Mie Busby, CL
European Peoples: Dawn King
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: AN, DW, MT, TV
South Asian Peoples: AH, RT
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Sei Kim
IMB: Milton Lites, RT
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THURSDAY, APRIL 4

Joshua Jennings

Passage: Psalm 34:11–14
Focus: Psalm 34:14

PO Box 1263
Sedona, Arizona 86339
Passage: Psalm 18:1–3 • Focus: Psalm 18:1

J

• p ray • p ray • p ray

oshua Jennings leads Aletheia
Church in Sedona, Arizona,
which is considered the New Age
capital of North America. It’s a city
that attracts tourists from around
the world, many of whom say they
are on a spiritual journey. Unfortunately, many do not consider
Christianity as a source of truth.
“Those who have already adopted
some New Age philosophy into
their worldview find it difficult to
focus solely on Christ rather than
self and pluralistic ideas,” says Josh, who serves as a church planter with
the North American Mission Board.
In addition to New Age strongholds, Josh says another hindrance is the
affluent culture of the city. “These people have served as CEOs, presidents,
and generals and have over the years become very self-reliant,” he says.
“Sometimes they are not averse to Jesus but have a hard time understanding and acknowledging their need for Jesus and His saving work.”
When needs arise, though, Josh and his church find opportunities
to share God’s love while serving the community. “People of Aletheia
Church can be seen volunteering at the City of Sedona Schools and volunteering for various events put on by the City of Sedona Parks and Recreation Department,” he says. “The goal is to establish a vital presence in
our community that is not limited to where we set up our church signs.”
Pray for more fruit from the gospel as Aletheia Church continues
loving where they live in Jesus’ name—especially as they seek new
ways to reach the community.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Josh Jennings
California: Natasha Osorio, Laura
Sanchez
Colorado: Dorothy Caddell, Walter
Reed
Florida: Shawn Thrasher
Georgia: Derrick Poston, Kenny
Rice
Illinois: Jaeuk Jeong
Kansas: Rivers Partin
Maryland: Jeff Belcher
Mississippi: Michael Manuel
Montana: April Pearson
New Jersey: Robin Nussbaumer
New Mexico: Elsa Tovar
Pennsylvania: Ruby Sohail
Ontario: Jennifer Huntley
www.wmu.com | Missions Mosaic

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
East Asian Peoples: Jeff Kwok, AJ
European Peoples: Diane Jackson,
SC
Northern African and Middle
Eastern Peoples: AF, JC
South Asian Peoples: JS
Southeast Asian Peoples: AW
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Beulah Peoples
IMB: Connie Burton, Patty Hampton, Gail Hill, Toby Hoover,
Robert Kinsey, Dorothy Maddox,
Tonya Mays, Dora Sanderford

A

s we follow Jesus, we are called
to give up some things and to
pursue other things. A life that characterizes the fear of the Lord will
give up evil and deceit (in words
and actions) in pursuit of peace and
doing good. Peter, in his letter to
persecuted believers, encouraged
his readers with the words from this
psalm as they strived to live holy
lives in an unholy world. (See 1 Pet.
3:10–12.) Today, peace and goodness
seem even harder to follow after.
What’s the use in pursuing peace
and doing good when the world is
full of evil? What value is there in
striving for righteousness when
faced with persecution for our
faith? Psalm 34 reminds us that
God’s eyes are on the righteous.
Redemption is a gift of grace and
not something our pursuits merit.
Is your unshakable pursuit based
on the finished work of Christ? Pray
for persecuted believers to follow in
full obedience.
PRAYER FOCUS—KENTUCKY: Arlene Miller is
the volunteer director of Impact Ministry
and Christian Women’s Job Corps in Kentucky. “Please pray for obedience to follow
God’s leading in each area of ministry so
that I may lead someone else to Christ.”

p ray • pray • p ray • p ray

SATURDAY, APRIL 6

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Delaware: Jerica Altieri
Georgia: Billy Lowe, Nicholas Powell
New York: Ruth Cuadrado
South Carolina: Walter Ludwick
Texas: Sara Gomez
Virginia: Marlon Yearwood
British Columbia: Charlene
Thompson
Ontario: Kasey Barker
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Jill Thompson
Central Asian Peoples: EM
East Asian Peoples: BK, JH, MW
European Peoples: Brea McMillan
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: HS, LM
South Asian Peoples: SG
Southeast Asian Peoples: KS

Bockelkamp, Leigh Ann Rogers
Vermont: Christopher Poluikis
Manitoba: Vincent Santos Diaz

STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Maria Fernandez, Darla Man
Lunsford, Dennis Scoles
IMB: Ed Giddens, Don Heiss, Walter
Ludwick, Ida Lusk, Gloria Thurman,
John Wright, PL

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: LS
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: WG
South Asian Peoples: DD
Southeast Asian Peoples: JC, SJ
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: David
Yngsdal

FRIDAY, APRIL 5
Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:1–18
Focus: 2 Corinthians 4:16

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES

P

aul recognized his ministry was
a gift of mercy from God. He
refused to compromise in areas of
righteousness or the truth found in
God’s Word. It was tempting for him
to grow weary as people sought to
tear down the ministry God had given
him with their words as a result of his
obedience. Despite his hardships, Paul
rested in the power of the resurrection of Christ. As he looked forward
to an eternal glory, the afflictions he
endured paled in comparison. This
kept the church leader from becoming
despondent and giving up.
We often strive for the temporary because persevering for what’s
eternal is not easy. It makes us
stand out from the world. If you
want to strengthen your spirit, look
beyond what you can see, namely
to the glory that will be revealed
when Christ returns. The only thing
you have to lose is what’s already
short-lived. Ask God to bless your
church leaders with strength to stay
focused on the eternal. Pray for a
refusal to compromise God’s truth.

p ray • p ray

PRAYER FOCUS—AMERICAN PEOPLES: Marriage is not a part of the Afro-Ecuadorian
culture. Pray for the couples who have
become believers, asking that they will be
obedient to God, make a lifetime commitment to each other, and legally marry.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Colorado: C. J. Counts
Florida: Daniel Plaza
Hawaii: Sarah McBee
Kansas: Mike Inman
Nebraska: Ramel Williams
North Carolina: Erin Rice
Pennsylvania: April Blackie, Jessica

RETIRED
NAMB: Ty Berry, Opal Davis
IMB: Doris Burson, Dale Gann,
Charles Moeller, Douglas Ringer,
Marlyn Upton, Angie Wilson, NB

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
See feature on page 32.

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
Passage: Joshua 10:1–11
Focus: Joshua 10:6

I

n the conquest of the Promised
Land, the Israelites were deceived
into making a covenant with the
Gibeonites. Now they had agreed
to let the Gibeonites live, and God’s
people grumbled. Would they go
back on their word? Fearing the Israelites, surrounding Canaanite kings
forged an attack against Gibeon. Was
this Israel’s opportunity to stand by
and do nothing? The Gibeonites’
plea came to Joshua not to forsake
them, meaning not to go back on
their promise. Israel chose to stay
faithful, and as a result, they faced
an all-night march into battle. That
gave way to a God-given victory and
cosmic display of His power.
Sometimes, not giving up can
cost us more than we bargain for.
We might be tempted to focus on
ourselves and the amount of energy
and resources we exert. Never giving
up means we yield our hearts and
motives to God in prayer, checking
for hidden prejudices and muted
murmuring. As you pray today, seek
God and His desired outcomes first.

Then, look expectantly for Him to
display His power and glory.
PRAYER

FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN

AFRICAN

PEOPLES: Missionaries at the Baptist Theological Seminary of Zimbabwe are thanking God for a successful first session of
the Seminary Wives Institute. Fourteen
women arrived eager to learn. Pray they
will be good stewards of what they learn
as they partner in ministry with their husbands. In Zimbabwe’s increasingly unstable economy, pray for God’s provision for
fees throughout their studies.

• p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • pray

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alaska: Aaron Brown
Colorado: Eppy Gutierrez, Libby
Phillips
Louisiana: Pamela Walker
Maryland: Rhul Marasigan
Massachusetts: Joie Thomson
Nevada: Art Radlicki
New York: Phul Poudyel, Seth Switzer
North Carolina: Josh Williamson
Ohio: Laurel Hall
Pennsylvania: Megan Lawrence
Texas: Donte Banks
Washington: Francisco Uribe Alvarez
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: EH
East Asian Peoples: CS, RA
European Peoples: Neil Buss
South Asian Peoples: DD
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Byron Beaubouef
IMB:Thomas Brown, Grace Egan,
James Giles, Dorothy Hubbard,
Lois Marrow, Zeb Moss

MONDAY, APRIL 8
Passage: Hebrews 12:1–3
Focus: Hebrews 12:2

I

n Hebrews 11, the writer points
his readers to those in the Old Testament whose lives gave evidence
of their faith in God’s promises. He
encouraged them to cast off any hindrance and sin that kept them from
running the race set before them.
Then, he reminded them of Jesus,
who endured trials and temptations
without sin and persevered perfectly. Like Christ and the examples
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PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEO-

• p ray • pray • p ray • p ray • p ray

PLES: The IMB urban team in a West African capital city needs prayer support as
it focuses on planting a church in a very
dense neighborhood where Christ is not
worshipped. No one wants to lease property to Christians and definitely not for a
church. Join them in praying for a meeting
place for Bible study and the future church.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
California: Cassandra Garza, Ryan
King
Georgia: Justin Ely, Vanessa Farias
Indiana: John Boggs
Mississippi: Scott Fortenberry
New York: Devon Bartholomew,
Christen Kordsmeier
Oregon: Lal Nun Puii
Pennsylvania: Greg Lawrence
Rhode Island: Jenny Ames
Texas: Jinho Choi
West Virginia: Lauren Stevens
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Jacob Glover
Central Asian Peoples: BP, JF
East Asian Peoples: CH, JG
European Peoples: Matthew Meyer,
EK
South Asian Peoples: GT
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: RK
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Leonard Morgan, Mickey
Patrick

www.wmu.com | Missions Mosaic

IMB: Liz Corwin, Janice Day, Dwight
Fern, Dottie Gray, Ganelle Hampton,
Judy Hawkins, DG

TUESDAY: APRIL 9
Passage: Matthew 4:1–11
Focus: Matthew 4:3

P

rior to beginning His public
ministry, Jesus was baptized
and anointed by the Holy Spirit.
He spent 40 days and nights in the
wilderness before being tempted by
Satan. Jesus was tempted to give
in to His physical desire for food
by commanding stones to become
bread. Instead, He quoted from Deuteronomy 8:3, signifying his identification with Israel’s 40 years in the
wilderness. Christ expressed His
reliance on God to provide for His
needs, just as the Israelites should
have done in the desert. He did not
compromise truth or dependence
on His Father to satisfy a temporary
craving for food. Unfortunately, the
Israelites did, and more than once.
In choosing not to give up, Jesus
overcame these three recorded
temptations with God’s help. Scripture bears witness that He was without sin (1 John 3:5; Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor.
5:21). Are we vigilant in hiding God’s
Word in our heart (Psalm 119:11) in
the fight against temptation? Spend
time in prayer today asking God to
remind you of His words and truth
when you’re tempted.
PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEOPLES: “Daddy, no talk Wolof. Read book.

English.” Missionary kids also get tired
of language learning! Pray for an MK in
West Africa who speaks English, her parents’ heart language; understands Jola,
the language of the people where they
were serving; attends a French-speaking
preschool; and learns Wolof, as her Mom
practices the language of the people in
their new home.

• p ray • p ray • pray • pray • p ray • p ray

of faithful witnesses before us, we
must endure, even when it involves
discipline.
Discipline is an integral part of
the Christian life. It includes both
rebuke for sin and being conformed
more and more to the image of
Christ. Rejecting either form of
discipline is like rejecting God’s
authority as our heavenly Father. I
don’t remember enjoying discipline
at any age. With maturity, I began to
see it was for my good, even though
it wasn’t pleasant. Trusting God’s
character helps me to endure any
discipline without losing heart. As
you pray, thank God for His authority over your life, and voice your
desire to submit to His discipline.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alabama: Sarah Metcalfe
California: Roy Garza
Colorado: Matthew Wyatt
Georgia: Martin Gonzalez
Illinois: Rhadonda Sedgwick
Kentucky: Lori Chadwick
Maryland: Olukemi Ajimatanrareje
Missouri: Tommy Collins
New Jersey: Suzy Wong
New York: Jordan Sauceda
North Carolina: Alphonso Gonah
Pennsylvania: Nagy Mansour
South Carolina: Lance Montalbano
Alberta: Leon Qin
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Kandi Ostertag
Central Asian Peoples: SH
East Asian Peoples: Kayo Borg, Carlton Walker, MW
European Peoples: Christopher
Przybylowicz
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Joycelyn Carrell, Maria
Pacheco
IMB: Mary Donahoe, Kaye Martin,
Brian Petersen, Suzie Plunk, Paul
Stouffer

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
Passage: Luke 4:1–13
Focus: Luke 4:9–12

I

n Jesus’ third temptation, Satan
took Him to the pinnacle of the
temple and asked Him to prove God’s
protection. No doubt this could have
been a mega spectacle of God’s protection. Such a display might have
gained Jesus a large platform of followers. Jesus chose not to cave in, but
rather go through three more years
of humble ministry. While Jesus was
on the Cross, some of the religious
leaders asked him to show a similar
display of God’s protection. “Save
yourself,” they mocked, “and then
we’ll believe you.” Jesus did not use
God’s protection as a means to elicit
worship. Instead, He humbly chose to
trust God rather than to test Him.
Trusting God did not mean Jesus
was exempt from hardship. He continued trusting when trials and

PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEO-
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PLES: A missionary in N’Djamena, Chad,
posted a flyer advertising a women’s book
club, and six women responded, including
four nonbelievers. While discussing books
each week, they also discuss their lives
and religious beliefs. Pray for God’s favor
as they share their lives together in this
unique way. Pray for love and boldness as
the missionary shares her hope in Christ.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: James Helman
California: Gino Cunningham
Colorado: Andy Duke
District of Columbia: Greg Gibson
Florida: Emily Whitfield
Georgia: Amanda Miller
Hawaii: Darrell McCain
Indiana: Jeanne Butler, Kelsey Gibbs
Kentucky: Joshua Kim
Massachusetts: Christy Scott
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Cindy Kennedy
Central Asian Peoples: JM, RD
East Asian Peoples: Arrie Cole, CP
European Peoples: Josh Krause
Southeast Asian Peoples: JD, KB, TR
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Angel
Oswood, Trevor Yoakum
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Tim Bender, Fernando Martinez, Pat Mustoe, Barbara Oden,
Noe Ortiz, Bobby Worley
IMB: Glenn Borders, Anne Fricke, Claudia Hood, Paul Kim, Diana Lay, Ellis
Leagans, Marian Leftwich, Margie
Mines, Sandy Wilson, Morris Wright

THURSDAY, APRIL 11
Passage: Zechariah 4:8–10
Focus: Zechariah 4:10

I

n Zechariah’s time, almost 20 years
had gone by since the exiles had
returned to rebuild Jerusalem’s temple. Their enthusiasm for building

the temple waned, and with that
the work had ceased. Opposition to
rebuilding certainly hadn’t helped
matters, either. Was there any evidence God was with them? Though
they saw their work as insignificant
and not amounting to much, Zechariah prophesied it would be completed. The same people who scorned
the work would rejoice.
I remember feeling like my days
were “small things.” No special milestones to anticipate. A stressful,
mundane job. I was miserable and
didn’t see anything of significance
during that time. As I studied this
passage then, I began to take courage that God was at work even if
I couldn’t see it. God’s work often
unfolds in “small things”—things
that don’t seem monumental. If we
want to celebrate the finished result,
we must keep at it in faith. Trust God
in the small. As you pray, thank God
for the work He is doing in the small
details of life.
PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEOPLES: Pastor Joe*, a refugee from the DRC,
was among the first to welcome missionaries to his church in Durban (South Africa)
to do discipleship training. Thank God for
Joe’s vision to train the next generation to
share the gospel. Pray that he and others
will keep true to biblically sound doctrine
rather than the prevalent “health, wealth,
and prosperity” message.
*Name changed.

p ray • p ray • p ray

temptations came. For practical
application, today’s passage teaches
us that a life of unwavering trust
in God brings Him glory. How true
this is when we’re faced with trials
in our unshakable pursuit of Him!
Pray for those you know who are
walking through difficulties.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
California: Tito Villegas, Brett Visk
Georgia: Bridget Miller
Nevada: Omar Hernandez
Ohio: Heather Johnson
Pennsylvania: Cody Bockelkamp,
Benjamin Murray
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: HN, SL
Deaf Peoples: CC
East Asian Peoples: DB, DC, SH
European Peoples: Blakely Owens, CR
South Asian Peoples: HK
Southeast Asian Peoples: WF
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Sally
Pepper, Jenifer Sparks

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Celia Brown, Don Smith
IMB: Dorothy Evans, Mark Grumbles,
Donna Thommarson

FRIDAY, APRIL 12
Passage: 2 Timothy 2:8–13
Focus: 2 Timothy 2:10

I

n his imprisonment, Paul may
have been bound as a criminal
would have been. Some even abandoned him (2 Tim. 1:15; 4:10–17) in
his hour of need. But he had steady
confidence that God’s Word was not
bound. As a result, Paul was able to
go through everything—the sufferings, hardships, and persecutions
he faced—with a future focus. He
was certain some would embrace the
gospel message. Paul equated enduring with reigning with Christ in the
life to come, which is a promise for
believers. Until that day came, he
continued to spend himself for the
sake of the gospel.
The unshakable pursuit is worth
the sacrifices we make—energy,
resources, and time—so that some
will hear and embrace the gospel
for the first time. It’s also worth the
hardships we will face such as loss
of friends or status, rejection, negative labels, etc. for holding fast to the
truth of the gospel. In prayer, ask God
to grant you an unwavering future
focus in your pursuit of Him and in
the advancement of the gospel.
PRAYER FOCUS—SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN PEOPLES: Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, is situ-

ated on the frontier of Muslim population
expansion. Established evangelical work
in Ouagadougou has yet to adequately
engage these peoples comprising an estimated 60 percent of the overall population. Pray for believers’ eyes to be opened
to the need to share God’s redemptive
love with their Muslim friends, neighbors,
family members, and other lost people
they encounter.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13

Sally Pepper

PO Box 1155
Kigoma, Tanzania
larrynsallypepper@gmail.com
Sub-Saharan Afrcian Peoples
Birthday: April 11
Passage: Psalm 77:1–20 • Focus: Psalm 77:11

A

p ray • p ray • p ray

bout 300 babies are born each
month at Kigoma Baptist Hospital in Tanzania! Missionary Sally
Pepper and a group of national
women visit the new moms and offer
counseling and education to nursing
mothers. They also share Bible stories and pray with them.
Sally’s husband, Larry, is a physician at the hospital, so many of her missions activities are tied to
the work there. Another group of people they are reaching out to is
epilepsy patients. They work with an American neurologist to provide
proper diagnosis and treatment to people whom the Tanzanians have
considered to “be filled with evil spirits.” Sally helps provide EEGs two
mornings a week. “It has opened up a number of new doors with people previously hostile to the gospel as they have seen that we care for
relatives that they just figured were hopeless,” she says.
The work in Tanzania can be slow, but the Peppers are seeing God
move. They were able to start the first church in a completely Muslim
village. “There was a lot of persecution early on for the new believers, but people are now less hostile and more welcoming. One of the
harshest men in this village has recently warmed up to us because his
nephew is one of our epilepsy patients and his seizures are now controlled,” she shares.
The Peppers also facilitate medical/dental mobile clinics in the villages. At their most recent one, 71 people became believers! Pray for
many more Tanzanians to come to Christ and for Sally and Larry’s
continued health and strength.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Marlee Isom
California: Lisa Mabie
Connecticut: Aaron Nichols
Georgia: Brandon Nichols, Jung
Park
Michigan: Steven Windle
Mississippi: Randy Dees
Ohio: Julian Antun Marte
Washington: Nhut Nguyen
Alberta: Mervat Said
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Caron Johnson
Central Asian Peoples: LB
East Asian Peoples: KN
European Peoples: Kara Bauman, DD
www.wmu.com | Missions Mosaic

Northern African and Middle
Eastern Peoples: BS, MN, WR
Southeast Asian Peoples: Ronald
Harmon
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: CS
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Sonya Coppedge, Tim
Logerquist, Kay Savage, Ona Mae
Wenig
IMB: Jackie Bell, Bob Bradley, Faye
Burkwall, Betty Jane Hunt, Tom
Thurman

p ray • p ray • pray • pray • p ray • p ray

missionar y of t he we e k

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
California: Kristin Ventresaca
Georgia: Clarence Potter
Iowa: Mark Scott
Kansas: Seth Budimlija
Minnesota: Steve Melvin
Mississippi: Martha Mercado
Nevada: Lazaro Germade
North Carolina: Chase Gardner
Oregon: Muana Khuptong
Pennsylvania: Gayleah Conrad
Washington: Jacob Morris
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Amanda
Isaacson
Central Asian Peoples: AD, MT
East Asian Peoples: ML, SR
South Asian Peoples: DB
Southeast Asian Peoples: JF, JM, LA
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Julio Cornelio, Louis Minner,
Bill Phillips
IMB: Charles Bradshaw, Linda Davis,
Gene Dubberly, Rich Fleming, Paul
Siebenmann, JB

SATURDAY, APRIL 13
See feature at left.

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
Passage: Hebrews 10:19–25
Focus: Hebrews 10:23

T

he author of Hebrews gives three
commands that are confidently
rooted in the work of Christ. The
first command is to draw near, with
the assurance we have been made
clean by Christ’s blood. The second
command is to hold fast to our confession of hope, with the certainty
that God will remain faithful to what
He’s promised. The third command
is to encourage one another in love
and good deeds, rooted in the surety
of Christ’s return. Our confession, as
seen through the book of Hebrews, is
Jesus as our high priest (3:1; 4:14).
This confidence of our confession is
sustained by God’s promise, so it isn’t
based on our faithfulness or lack of it.
We live in a world where holding
to this confession is costly. I find it’s

• p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

PRAYER FOCUS—NORTH CAROLINA: Patrick
Ballard is a chaplain serving nursing homes
in North Carolina through Mountaineer
Ministries. “I am a nursing home pastor
serving 50 care centers in six counties of
western North Carolina. Please pray for our
expansion to more memory care units and
for more souls to be saved. We need additional ministry partners as well. Thank you
for praying for me and my family.”

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
California: Natalia Aylett
Georgia: Deane Johnson, Kristen
Nichols, Laurie Riley, Abraham
Teanso
Idaho: Jennifer Plath
Illinois: Brian Evans, Tom Schmidt
Maine: Tanya Herald
Maryland: Paul Mulani, Carolina
Perez
Massachusetts: Micah Tallent
Missouri: Lesley Branscum, Blake
Fortner
New Jersey: Maria Garrido
North Carolina: John Battle
Ohio: Rachelle Smith
South Carolina: Mike Edens
South Dakota: Jimmy Ward
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: CC
East Asian Peoples: CC, SS
European Peoples: Sarah Prewitt
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: DC
South Asian Peoples: ZM
Southeast Asian Peoples: PT
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Lawrence Bostick, Susan Brindle, Duane Davis, Terry McIlvain,
Terrie Odom, Doris Seigler, Pam
Smith
IMB: Rita Dean, Jane Parker, Kathy
Weaver

Maryland: Leslie Carr
Nevada: Lara Lunsford
New York: Lesley Tubbs
Utah: Nasreen Zafar
Virginia: Jacob Baum, Tony Ghareeb
Washington: Jerry Onggao
Wyoming: Chris Sims

MONDAY, APRIL 15
Passage: Hebrews 10:32–39
Focus: Hebrews 10:35

W

e all learn from past experiences. The writer of Hebrews
called on believers to do the same by
remembering their suffering, their
identification with others who suffered, and what they knew about the
better possession that awaited them.
Throwing away their confidence
would be akin to discounting these
past experiences, which bolstered
their faith in God’s promises. Holding on to their confidence would
prove to yield a reward. Endurance
would look like faith being lived out.
Sometimes as we persevere, we
need to be reminded of the end
goal—Christ’s glorious return. Think
back to how you have persevered in
the midst of your suffering. Do you
remember how that enriched your
faith in God? Granted you a fresh
perspective of His Word? Allowed
you to identify with others who suffered in the same way? That’s evidence of your faith. Don’t discount
that evidence as you continue to
endure. Thank God for the promise
of His coming again. Ask Him to use
the traces of His faithfulness in your
suffering to grant you endurance.
PRAYER FOCUS—MONTANA: Ray Willis is a
church planting catalyst serving in Billings, Montana. “We are planning our summer outreach events for the week of June
22–28, 2019. Please pray that God would
provide teams to serve in a mobile home
community and to do light maintenance
work at a local grade school. We also need
coaches for basketball, soccer, baseball,
softball, and football camps and two cooks
to cook lunch and dinner for 50 people for
the week. Please pray lives will be changed
and new souls added to the kingdom
through these outreaches.”

• p ray

much too costly not to hold to it.
Each day we are faced with a choice
to compromise or to confess. A
good way to anchor ourselves in our
confession is to grow in discipleship. Prayerfully consider ways to
dig deeper in God’s Word. Ask God
to help our missionaries dig deeper
into His Word, too.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alabama: BreAnne Grissett, Ethan
McCreary
Arizona: Jason Vance
Arkansas: Tony Wood
Colorado: A. J. Neely

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: AS, RE
East Asian Peoples: AP
European Peoples: James Chung,
Heidi Sivonen, Jonathan Wagner
Global Research Team: TW
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: JB
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Bob Duffer, Jeanette Gillis,
Cindy Pool
IMB: Barry Barnet, Ken Blackwood,
Bob Covington, Jim Palmer, Larry
Verlander

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
Passage: Isaiah 42:1–4
Focus: Isaiah 42:4

I

saiah prophesied about a servant
whom the Lord would uphold,
choose, and place His Spirit upon.
He was a servant with a mission to
bring about justice in the world, and
He would not relent until it had been
established. We believe this to be fulfilled through Jesus and His mission
on earth. Jesus’ way was humble
and gentle, not by using a loud campaign and taking advantage of the
vulnerable.
Injustice still abounds in the world
today in some of the cruelest forms.
We continue to wait for Christ to
establish justice to all nations. When
you watch the news and observe
world events, don’t give up hope for
justice. The good news is Jesus will
not stop until His mission is complete. Until then, we strive to live
justly, to love mercy, and for a humble walk with our God. As believers,
we are also upheld by the Lord and
bear His Spirit. In prayer, ask God
how you can be an agent of justice as
you share the gospel.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Colorado: Jeff Jung
Connecticut: Nerlie Clark
Hawaii: Lisa Tabudlo
Illinois: Kristin Rowland
Louisiana: Bo Smith
Maryland: Katie Matthews
Ohio: Jamar Fleming, Ally Schick
Pennsylvania: Rob Wilton
Washington: Melissa Moore
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: CW
East Asian Peoples: JN, JN
European Peoples: Elisabeth Mark,
Bethany Sharp, MB, PD
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: AJ
South Asian Peoples: CI, LH, MC
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Virgil Stoneburner
IMB: Joe Barbour, Charles Barham,
Jack Kinnison, Bonnie Wiggs

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
Passage: John 6:22–35
Focus: John 6:27

J

ohn’s gospel records the miraculous feeding of the 5,000. Many
people began to follow Jesus after
having their bellies filled. The people would eventually become hungry again, and soon they would
seek to satisfy their appetites. Jesus
reminded them the things that spiritually satisfy can only come from
Him. The good news is they had no
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need to work for it, and it was lasting. Similarly in Isaiah 55:2, the Lord
extends an invitation to a free banquet guaranteed to fill our hungry
souls. There is no need to chase after
things that won’t fill us, and our best
efforts won’t produce satisfaction.
All that’s needed is to receive this
gracious gift.
For most of us, work is a necessity
to keep food on the table. We may
not have the luxury of quitting our
day jobs, but we do have the pleasure of an unshakable pursuit of a
God who fills us with Himself. That’s
worth not giving up. Thank Jesus for
providing this Bread of life free of
charge. Feed your soul on Him.
PRAYER FOCUS—MARYLAND: Wayne Stinch-

comb is a chaplain serving the Maryland
National Guard. “I’m serving in a new
brigade, and we are down two battalion
chaplains. This puts a lot on me and the
other battalion chaplain. Please pray we
have the strength, courage, wisdom, and
compassion to serve our soldiers and their
families well. Additionally, please pray for
God to provide desired and required trainings for me and all chaplains. Also pray
that I would be the light to all who are in
the dark and lost. Pray God will use me and
other Christian chaplains to boldly proclaim the good news in deeds and words.”

• p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

Robert Carruthers is the director of missions for
Sandy Creek Baptist Association. “Thank
you for praying for western Illinois. In the
past few weeks many good decisions have
been made by several of our churches.
God is providing an environment of blessing. I thank the Lord for providing pastors for four of our churches. One of our
churches did an upgrade and offered their
version of used chairs to our churches.
Four became recipients of padded chairs.
Another church received a van from a very
considerate pastor/mechanic. And financial issues are being addressed in a way
that brings honor to the Lord.”
PRAYER FOCUS—ILLINOIS:

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alabama: Adam Carter, Todd Panter
Arizona: Virginia Villalobos
Illinois: Gloria Yi
Indiana: Leela Nally
Iowa: Dirk Wiese
Kentucky: Robin Lewis
Minnesota: Jamie Reichman
Montana: Jessica Crockett
Nevada: Andrew Kibbe
New York: Erin Bishop
Ohio: Joshua Tinkham
Wisconsin: Rebecca Jang
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: RW
East Asian Peoples: SL
European Peoples: Kelsey Thomas,
JW, MN
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: AH, AK, NP
South Asian Peoples: CA, HM
Southeast Asian Peoples: MC

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Mike Chiew, Donna Elliott,
Gary MacManamy
IMB: Charles Corley, Harold Watson,
DB, PS

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Passage: Matthew 23:23–24
Focus: Matthew 23:23

T

he scribes and Pharisees were
some of the strictest observers
of the law. They took tithing to an
extreme, as noted in today’s passage. Jesus had harsh words, though,
about what they forfeited in exchange
for keeping the law, namely justice,
mercy, and faithfulness. It was not
the spiritual discipline of tithing that
Jesus condemned. Rather, it was that
they gave themselves so much to
their rule-keeping that they failed to
act on the heart of the law. According
to 1 Samuel 15:22, their obedience
to God (in acting on the heart of the
law) would have been far better than
the sacrifices they were offering. They
had missed the forest for the trees.
God requires obedience and sacrifice to go hand in hand. He does not
demand we give one up in exchange
for carrying out the other. It’s a real
heart check when people remark
that I am disciplined. Am I being
diligent in the weightier matters of
the law too? Ask the Lord where He
is calling you to obey and sacrifice.
PRAYER FOCUS—CALIFORNIA: Silas Kung is

the church planter/pastor of Agape Myanmar Mission in California. “I am planting
Agape Myanmar Mission church among
the Myanmar (Burmese) refugees in San
Diego. I am raising my own support.
Please pray for God’s provision financially,
especially funds for buying a van for transportation. Refugee families don’t have
transportation, so I need to pick them up
four or five times every Sunday. Please
pray for salvation for the families.”

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Randy Bennett, Donna
Guillott
IMB: Phillip Cole, Jan Cook, Jeff Deasy,
Ila-mae Dueck, Peggie Harmon, Max
King, Gwen Wilkinson, Larry York

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
Passage: Revelation 2:8–11
Focus: Revelation 2:10

P

ersevering for the long haul is different from enduring something
for a short season. At times, God
requires both from us. In his letter to
the church in Smyrna, Jesus foretells
an intense suffering that would last
ten days. Not everyone would come
out of this tribulation alive, but they
had the choice to be faithful unto
death. The Lord commanded them
not to fear the suffering they would
face. In another instance, Jesus commanded a crowd he was addressing
not to fear. The ones who took their
lives could only do so much (Luke
12:4–5).
Fear that is rightly directed toward
God is the first step of wisdom
(Prov. 9:10) for living out our faith.
Whether we’re facing persecution,
trials, or simply living our daily lives,

PRAYER FOCUS—MAINE: Ron Plocinski is the
church planter/pastor of Renew Community Church in Maine with his wife, Melissa.
“Pray for God to send people we can gather
together in a launch team fellowship and
Bible study format. We have sown long
and hard but have not seen enough fruit in
gathering people as we need to. Pray for a
public meeting place and a financial donor
to pay the rent on this facility to gather
momentum through having a public, visible
location that locals can associate with our
church plant, Renew Community Church.”

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Georgia: Mark Dabney
Missouri: Felicia Ogden
Texas: Ted Woods
Alberta: Brian Garcia
Quebec: Myra Nali Princivil
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: JB, TS
East Asian Peoples: JK, JS, ME, MT
European Peoples: Taylor Edmonds,
Lorri SeGraves
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: EY
Southeast Asian Peoples: AG, CB
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Cathy Ward
IMB: Alison Blackwood, Pat
Hoaldridge

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
See feature on page 40.

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
Passage: 2 Kings 18:1–6
Focus: 2 Kings 18:6

K

ing Hezekiah was noted for
his reforms in the kingdom of
Judah and his devotion to the Lord.
He followed in the footsteps of King
David. He removed the high places
and pillars that other kings before

him had failed to do. Lest we think
he was perfect, 2 Kings 20 records
his prideful downfall. The king
seemed indifferent to Isaiah’s prophecy of a future exile when he learned
it wouldn’t take place in his lifetime.
Hezekiah was succeeded by his son
Manasseh, who was one of Judah’s
most idolatrous kings.
We lament the failures of our
spiritual heroes. It’s no different for
those in Scripture. What are we to
make of their mistakes? Hezekiah is
one king in a long line of imperfect
kings. This points us forward to the
King of kings, whose lineage stems
from Hezekiah (Matt. 1:9–10). We
praise God for being faithful to keep
His covenant with David (2 Sam.
7:12) despite their sin. As you consider your prayer list, remember to
pray for our leaders, as commanded
by Scripture (1 Tim. 2:1–2).
PRAYER FOCUS—AMERICAN PEOPLES: Migrant
workers are flooding in by the busload from
all over Mexico. Pray for the Migrant Farm
Workers Team that they will be able to make
contact with those whom the Lord has prepared to hear His message. Pray that the
area churches will “catch the vision” to reach
the nations on their doorstep.

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Beth Burkhalter,
Johnny Maust
Central Asian Peoples: HM, MA
East Asian Peoples: Hyun Jin Cho, JY
European Peoples: Cheryl Dietz,
Holly McMickle, LE
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: JL
South Asian Peoples: April Langley
Southeast Asian Peoples: RM, SS
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: JH

we all need proper fear of the Lord for
enduring faithfully. Begin to establish that fear here and now so that it
will guide you when hardships come
unannounced. Our trials are no surprise to Jesus. Ask God to grant you
fear for living faithfully today.

• p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

p ray • p ray • pray • pray • p ray • p ray

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Lou DiBona
California: Michael Ahn, Mitchell
Perez
Florida: Gerson Morey
Iowa: Rechab Gray
Missouri: Alex Rodriguez
New Jersey: Charles Asare
South Carolina: Brian Timney
Texas: Courtney Chambers

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Cari Mickelson
California: Jeremy Ventresca
Georgia: Byonghoon Yoo
Indiana: David Ralston
Kansas: Mwahirwa Francoise Karayi
Maryland: J. D. Nater
Montana: Caleb Groteluschen
Nebraska: Andrew Springer
New Jersey: Pedro Hernandez
Oklahoma: Christian Acevedo
Pennsylvania: Sean Moon
Utah: Kristin Duvall
Alberta: Brenda Hale
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: PD
Central Asian Peoples: DS, JD
European Peoples: LaRissa Silva, CB
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: Ashley Gruber, DJ, TC
South Asian Peoples: LG
Southeast Asian Peoples: SK, SM
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Tessa
Baker, Jamie Schilt
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CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

RETIRED
NAMB: Doug Pringle
IMB: Gerald Burch, Virginia Oliver,
Lisa Paris, Clayton Rock, Ken Sorrell

Tedrick Woods

T

• p ray • p ray

edrick Woods is a bivocational
church planter in the Dallas,
Texas, area, where he serves as
senior pastor of Living Word Fellowship Church and as a job facilitator for those seeking employment
in Texas. “The church is vibrant with
faithful, loving people who love the
Lord and the opportunity to impact
their community,” says Tedrick,
who is a Southern Baptist church
planter with the North American
Mission Board.
Each week, Tedrick delivers
short sermons to his congregation
to help facilitate spiritual growth.
“I’m not a long-winded preacher;
my sermons are about 18–24 minutes long,” he says. “It’s my desire to
faithfully explain God’s Word so believers can grow in their spiritual
fellowship with God in Christ Jesus.”
Tedrick says that his church is relatively new and is still growing in
size and development. “Numbers isn’t the reason for ministry though,”
he says. “It’s about developing and discipling believers in their spiritual journey.”
In his secular job, Tedrick says he sees his role as one who bridges
the gap between those who want to work and those who are looking
for workers. “Essentially, I stand as a bridge to give hope to job seekers,” he says. “My work history has helped develop patience and fortitude toward others to see a change in people’s lives.”
He explains, “I like to say, ‘Resurrection is a lifestyle.’ Anything that
is dead, God can restore and give life.”
Pray for Tedrick’s faith in God to ever increase and for fortitude to
face whatever comes.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Kentucky: Kris Billiter
Michigan: Stephanie Tovey
New Jersey: Samer Awwad
Ohio: Elizabeth Taylor
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: DP, JS
East Asian Peoples: JG
European Peoples: Sanan Brazzeal, GI
Northern African and Middle
Eastern Peoples: SR
www.wmu.com | Missions Mosaic

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Phillip Aaron, Gloria Grogan, Neal Myers, Jimmy Stewart
IMB: Sharon Cook, Monty
Thompson

MONDAY, APRIL 22
Passage: 2 Timothy 4:1–8
Focus: 2 Timothy 4:7

P

aul knew his death was imminent. The course of Paul’s life was
not an easy one, but he remained
faithful. Above all, he longed for
Christ’s appearing. This was more
valuable to him than the crown of
righteousness. As he wrote to Timothy, he didn’t list his spiritual pedigree or accomplishments. Rather,
he humbly acknowledged that he
stayed the course God had for him.
Paul used several athletic analogies in this passage. When athletes
compete, they usually aim for something—recognition, reward, etc.
What kept Paul on the course laid
out before him was his longing for
Christ’s appearing. This was a more
excellent prize than any crown he
would receive.
On this unshakable pursuit, do I
simply want to cross the finish line, or
do I long for the joy of knowing Christ
more fully? Is He more precious to
you than an earthly title or status?
As you pray to stay the course, pray to
set Christ before you continually.
PRAYER FOCUS—CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES:

It’s often challenging to live in a place
while trying to speak the language,
make friends, and study. As the children
of workers experience similar difficulties
that their parents face, such as loneliness
and hardships, pray that these children
will learn to trust in the Lord completely
and to grow spiritually in their faith.

• p ray

PO Box 530922
Grand Prairie, Texas 75053
Birthday: April 19
Passage: John 6:60–69 • Focus: John 6:68

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Ernie Domgaard
Kansas: Jori Amos
Louisiana: Derek Kitterlin
Maine: Joel Littlefield
Texas: Bobby Jordan

STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Jim Carpenter, Vicki Milford,
Bruce Sloan
IMB: Howard Atkinson, Karen Collins,
James Crittendon, Beverly Hicks,
Devra Morris, EF, JS

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
Passage: Revelation 2:1–7
Focus: Revelation 2:4

T

he church in Ephesus received
some high praise for its endurance, hard work, and concern for right
doctrine. If anyone was not giving
up, it was definitely them. But there
is much more to their persevering
than meets the eye. Jesus knew their
endurance and the hardships they
bore for his sake. He also knew they
had given up their first love. Some
speculate this could be their love for
Christ, love for each other, or both. It
wasn’t simply their perseverance that
mattered to the all-knowing Lord. It
was how they persevered. Endurance
even if practiced patiently through
the greatest trials is futile if it is not
done in love (1 Cor. 13:1–3).
When people asked how they
could pray for me as I was preparing to move overseas, I asked them
to pray that my love and devotion
for the Lord would far outweigh all
other loves and devotions. No matter
where we are serving, that first love is
essential. Never let go of that. Spend
time praying that everything you do
would be done in love.
PRAYER FOCUS—DEAF PEOPLES: A Deaf
church in Southeast Asia participated in
an event with another church in the capital city. They presented the parable of the
talents. Both groups had positive experiences fellowshipping with each other
and learning together. Pray for those,
like Tom*, who haven’t been regularly

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arkansas: Bryan Adair
Colorado: Holly Neely
Indiana: Kevin Galloway
New Jersey: Raafat Doss
New York: Silvanus Bhandari
North Carolina: David Lewkowicz
Washington: Jeffrey Hundley
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: CH, JE
East Asian Peoples: HM
European Peoples: Judy Jones
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: SS
South Asian Peoples: WS
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Marie Evans, Harold Heiney,
Celia Holland, Eddie Smith
IMB: Chan Huen, Beverly Richardson,
Auttie Sibley, Cathy Warren

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
Passage: Daniel 1:8–16
Focus: Daniel 1:8

W

hen the people of God went into
exile, they were surrounded by a
pagan culture. Sometimes, the kings
of that country would encourage or
force assimilation so the exiles would
become more like them, leaving their
religious upbringing behind. In Daniel’s request for a special diet, perhaps
he was trying to remove himself from
the temptations of luxurious royal living. He could have chosen to indulge,
but he decided to differentiate himself as a follower of God. Choosing to
go against the cultural flow did not
prove easy for Daniel or his friends.
They used their position to be a blessing to the pagan nation in which they
resided exactly as Jeremiah instructed
them to do (Jer. 29:4–7). It was probably their example that encouraged the
faithful remnant who would return to
rebuild Jerusalem.
Is it more difficult to follow Jesus
when you’re not surrounded by

other Christ followers? It will be if
you are conforming to the patterns
of the world instead of being transformed (Rom. 12:2). Petition God
in prayer for a renewed mind to live
differently.
PRAYER FOCUS—EAST ASIAN PEOPLES: Pray

that multinational teams of Christian
workers will prioritize gathering together
for prayer on a consistent basis. Pray that
the gospel will be sown widely, Christians
will be discipled, and healthy churches will
be established throughout East Asia.

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • pray

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS

attending, to spiritually re-engage with
their group.
*Name changed.

• p ray • p ray • pray pray • p ray

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: David Bledsoe, RT
Central Asian Peoples: JT
European Peoples: Steve Booth
Southeast Asian Peoples: Colleen
Hall, JG
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: DF, DG

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Dave Barber
Colorado: Gayle Pruett
Delaware: Heidi Matthews
Georgia: Kyle Herring, Regina
Williams
Iowa: Todd Stiles
Kentucky: Beth Arnold
Maine: Adam Herald
Maryland: Jin Kim
Minnesota: Kim Steiner
New Jersey: Brennan Coughlin
New York: Amber Sarki
Pennsylvania: Mark Turner
Texas: Mark Vickers
Virginia: Melissa Peace
Washington: Donghyeok Kim
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Karl Wallace
Central Asian Peoples: HE, LF
East Asian Peoples: DH, JC, MG
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: NK, RS
South Asian Peoples: DS, LD, MB
Southeast Asian Peoples: Julie
Nockels, EM
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: John
Hailes, Shad Spannagel, JL
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: James Scott, Leo Waldrop
IMB: Kathy Deasy, Verla Golston,
Jerry Hubbard, Tim Marza, Paul
Smith, Mabelee Terry, Leo Waldrop

THURSDAY, APRIL 25
Passage: Luke 10:38–42
Focus: Luke 10:42

T

his beautiful passage is used in a
variety of ways. Unfortunately,
many studies become focused on
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PRAYER FOCUS—EUROPEAN PEOPLES: Complications with the Agora Gellert church
plant’s rented meeting space have forced
the group to again start the search for a
new location in Budapest. “Prayers are
coveted,” writes a Baptist representative.
“It really will take God doing something
big for us.” Intercede for wisdom for the
group as they make decisions that will
affect the future of the ministry.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alabama: Faron Golden
Alaska: Robin Moore
Colorado: Sarah Cook
Georgia: Kathy Cummins
Missouri: Jessica Schwent, Christy
Steinmuller
New Jersey: Jay Francoeur
New York: Dhan Bhujel
Oregon: Paul Hoffman
Pennsylvania: Adam Kern
Ontario: Vladimir Frolov
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: HH
East Asian Peoples: SI, TY
European Peoples: Megan North
South Asian Peoples: AW
Southeast Asian Peoples: RV
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: KS
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New York: Nathan Creitz
North Carolina: Tim Kirkpatrick,
Thomas McDonald
Rhode Island: Luis Rodriguez
Tennessee: Derek McCosh, Jess
Rainer

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Charlotte Hall
IMB: James Black, Sarah Davenport,
Betty Hartell, John David Ingouf,
Ute Jordan, Michael Ledbetter, Ron
Wilson

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: James Wells
Central Asian Peoples: LG, LV
East Asian Peoples: Wendy
Hoshizaki
European Peoples: Emily Buttes,
Hannah Conner
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: SH
South Asian Peoples: KR
Southeast Asian Peoples: KT
Sub-Saharan African Peoples: SS

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
Passage: Genesis 39:1–23
Focus: Genesis 39:21

T

he repeated phrase of Genesis 39
is “the Lord was with Joseph.”
God’s presence in Joseph’s life was
seen in the subtle moments when
it was probably hardest to believe
the Lord was with him. Joseph held
firmly to his commitment to the
Lord during slavery, false accusations, and prison. Eventually, he was
blessed with rise to power, and the
foreshadowing of Joseph’s dreams
came to pass. But it took time.
What happens when you hold
firmly to your commitment to the
Lord, and you don’t experience the
rise to power like Joseph did? Is it
any less of a sign of God’s presence?
We often try to fit God’s presence
into a box in the shape of comfort
and ease. Then we read stories such
as Joseph’s, and our boxes crumble like flimsy cardboard. As we are
on mission, do we fail to see the
Lord is with us or with those to
whom we minister because of our
circumstances? In prayer, acknowledge God’s mighty work being done
around the world.
PRAYER FOCUS—NORTHERN AFRICAN AND
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES: Praise the Lord!

Three new believers were baptized in a
mountain lake. It was a day of great celebration, and the testimonies of the older
believers were very encouraging to their
new brothers.

• p ray

“me.” Having the gift of administration, I identify with Martha. Planning and organizing details are part
of what I do in serving the Lord.
These gifts were never looked down
upon by Jesus. He often used them
and instructed His disciples to do the
same, such as in feeding the crowds.
Using our gifts is good, and we may
even love using them in serving the
Lord. I remember a time when the
Spirit convinced me that it was more
important to love God than it was to
love serving God.
If we are to serve God in a way that
honors Him, then we will choose
the good portion as we are serving.
That good portion—fellowship with
Jesus—can be chosen as we are serving. If you give up the good portion
for using your spiritual gifts, you
will soon find yourself anxious and
distracted. As you pray, thank Jesus
for being that good portion, which
won’t be taken away.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Colorado: Carla Tubbs
Georgia: Rimond Benjamin, Pam
Whitehead
Iowa: Matthew O’Mealey
Kansas: K. C. Maddox
Massachusetts: Charlie Dunn

CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Delbert Penrod
IMB: Ada Daily, Ruth Harris, Ray
Register, BC

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
See feature on page 44.

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Passage: Jeremiah 18:1–12
Focus: Jeremiah 18:12

T

he Lord was inviting His people
to an unshakable pursuit. They
continued to pursue their own sinful desires, so God sent prophets like
Jeremiah to warn the people and to
turn their hearts back to following
Him. His people persistently rebelled,
despite God’s reminders of His faithfulness to them. The words of verse
12 sum it up well. The people wanted
to follow their own plans, thinking it
futile to turn from their ways.
I’ve had my own plans for my life.
And I wouldn’t say they were all bad
plans either. In fact, I would have
told you they were good plans. They
didn’t involve any heinous sins, but
I was so focused on pursuing these
desires that I wasn’t like the moldable clay mentioned in today’s passage. God knew the plans He had for
His people (Jer. 29:11), but when
they carried out plans that were
not God’s (Isa. 30:1), their actions

FOCUS—SOUTH

ASIAN

PEOPLES:

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Arizona: Willy Lopez
California: Noah Denney
Iowa: Noel Gandy
Louisiana: Brian Morales, Olivia
Ryder
New Mexico: Ann Timmons
Ontario: Alexander Fleming
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: AH, MD, SE
East Asian Peoples: TG, WC
European Peoples: Jan Johnsonius, AL
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: PG, RW, SP, ST
South Asian Peoples: GM, MV
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Sam Birky, Doyle Braden,
Dwain Gregory, Warren Hart, Coy
Wilkerson
IMB: Lloyd Mann, Jessie Rushing,
Jenny Townsend, Nela Williams, JB

MONDAY, APRIL 29
Passage: Acts 2:42–47
Focus: Acts 2:42

A

fter the powerful display of
the Spirit at Pentecost, many
received God’s Word and were baptized. They committed to learning
from the apostles’ teachings and
gathering as a body of believers. They
ate together, perhaps sharing the
Lord’s Supper, and prayed together.
The growth was so rapid that the
12 disciples had to elect help with

PRAYER FOCUS—ALL MISSIONARIES: Retired
missionaries still have much to offer. Ask
God to open up new avenues of service for
them. Pray that churches will realize the
jewel within their midst and link up to reach
different people groups around them.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Alabama: Cameron Bell
Connecticut: Zachary
Nadeau-Denning
Georgia: Marsha Calloway, Marlo
Hutchison
Ohio: Matt Pardi, Dhan Waiba
Rhode Island: Joel Sedam
Texas: Gary Axton
Utah: Kristen Helton
Vermont: Brandon Mendez
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: TL
East Asian Peoples: AH, JC
European Peoples: Louise Shupp,
Julie Silby
Southeast Asian Peoples: KH
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Annie Baird
IMB: Melinda Ewing, Homer Hawthorne, Donald Richards, Nancy
Russell

TUESDAY, APRIL 30
Passage: Matthew 28:16–20
Focus: Matthew 28:19–20

of Christ, we are to continue making disciples. We do this by going,
teaching, and baptizing peoples of
all nations. Seeking the kingdom
of God looks like this. The remarkable element of the Great Commission is not the imperatives we are
given. It is knowing we are given
Jesus’ authority to do this, and
He is continually with us as we do!
Why would we want to forfeit our
right to be on mission, knowing we
have His power and Spirit abiding
with us? Sometimes fear or maybe
the blind spots of sin in our lives
creep in. But if Jesus granted us His
authority, then we are freed to pursue being on mission.
As you pray today, remember
those who are on mission. Thank
God for the authority He has given
you to carry out this task through
your praying, giving, and going.
Pray that we as the church will never
relinquish Christ’s mission for us.
PRAYER FOCUS—IN YOUR CHURCH: Pray for
churches to be willing to partner with
other churches for the sake of the gospel.
Ask God to show your church ways to be a
good partner.

• p ray • pray • p ray • p ray

PRAYER

Please pray for the salvation of the Putharai Vannan, an unreached people group
situated in the southern tip of India. This
group has a population of 44,000. Ninetynine percent of them practice Hinduism as
their primary religion. Bible translations,
gospel recordings, and the Jesus film are
all available to the Putharai Vannan.

the daily distribution of food to the
poor. This way, they could continue
devoting themselves to preaching
God’s Word (Acts 6).
As a church, giving ourselves
to solid teaching, corporate worship, and fellowship is essential for
growth. But, following the example
of the impoverished Macedonian
believers, we must give ourselves
first to the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5) and
then to these other things. It’s easy
to put the proverbial cart before the
horse. Are you giving yourself to
the Lord first? Before you seek to
fill your schedule today, prayerfully
seek to be filled with the Spirit first.

p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray • p ray

were out of stubbornness. Giving up
our good plans can be painful, but
it frees us up to pursue our Lord.
In prayer today, ask God to create
in you a moldable heart set on His
desires. Repent of any stubbornness
to follow your own plans. Pray this
same thing for missionaries.

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Iowa: C. J. Nissen
Missouri: Mike Roy
Nebraska: Shawn McMorris
New York: Jacqueline St. Fort
Ohio: Mabel Nkum
Texas: Fred Goff
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
American Peoples: Nathaniel Parker
East Asian Peoples: BC, KC, LW, SY
European Peoples: NL
Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: SP
South Asian Peoples: AB, JC, LB, NC
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Roger Bear, Vicki Caddell
IMB: Linda Blount, Don Crane, Bob
Hardy, VG

W

hat does “never give up” have
to do with the Great Commission? Everything! As followers
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missionar y of t he we e k
SATURDAY, APRIL 27

Jim Wells

Jimwells789@gmail.com
American Peoples
Birthday: April 26
Nehemiah 2:9–20 • Nehemiah 2:18

H

p ray • p ray • p ray

ow are people engaged without a common language?
Jim Wells and the Engage Mexico
team seek to reach more than 30
people groups with the gospel, but
language is a major challenge. Jim
explains, “Our region has over 17
different government languages
with numerous dialects among
each language.” Very few people groups have a church in their
native language. Jim sees God at
work despite the challenge.
Jim and Mandy Wells have served three years in this region. Locally,
Mandy teaches women the Bible, and their family meets with families
for Bible study. Jim and Mandy see an interest in learning God’s Word,
but no one in the area is a believer.
Another challenge they face is “sending trained, national believers”
from local churches. Yet, Jim shares, “God has brought . . . numerous
national partners to join us. They are fantastic gospel partners, and
our work would be impossible without them.”
One local partnership developed with a pastor not focused on
reaching people in his state. The pastor’s priority changed after his son
began interpreting for a US church partner and told the pastor how
God worked. Local church believers were trained and went with the
US church to an unreached people group. The pastor, and more than
10 church members, saw the number of new believers double in one
year, and now he wants to form a church network to engage regional
unreached people groups.
Jim seeks prayer for a fruitful partnership with a nearby seminary
for training church planters and for new believers to arise from their
Bible study with local families.
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NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
Colorado: Melissa Biby, Ashley
Reed
Massachusetts: Alan Berthiaume
Mississippi: Drew England
New York: Aubrey Hammond
Tennessee: Nathan Pellegra, Naomi
Satchwill
Wisconsin: Leigh Richmond
Alberta: Tsehay Tadesse Sida
Ontario: Natasha Frolova
Quebec: Alyssa Morgan Fleet
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Prayer Calendar
Information
Southern Baptist missionaries and their spouses who
are serving for more than two years are listed on their
birthdays.

 Chaplains are endorsed by the SBC via

NAMB but are not listed as they do not receive
financial support through NAMB.

 Volunteers are individuals who are not

funded through SBC mission boards; they are
self-funded. They are not listed here because of
the inability to compile a complete list of these
people, but they do need your prayers daily. The
exception to this policy is the listing of self-funded
missionaries who are affiliated with NAMB.

 State Convention Missionaries are
personnel not related to NAMB or IMB but who
receive primary support through state conventions.

Missionary Funding:

Money given through the Cooperative Program,
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® for
International Missions, and to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering® for North American Missions helps
support SBC missionaries.
International Mission Board: All IMB missionaries listed
on the prayer calendar receive their financial support
from the IMB.
North American Mission Board: NAMB missionaries
listed on the prayer calendar may receive full or partial financial support from NAMB or be jointly funded
through partnerships between NAMB and state
conventions. In addition, missionaries affiliated with
NAMB through the Missions Service Corps funding
option raise their own support. Some may receive
partial financial support for ministry projects.

Contact Information

The North American Mission Board and the
International Mission Board provide missionary
names and related information for the missionary
prayer calendar. Should an error or omission be
discovered, please address your concerns to NAMB
at namb.net/contact or 1-800-634-2462, or IMB at
imb.org/contact-us or 1-800-999-3113.

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
Central Asian Peoples: CO, GS
East Asian Peoples: KR, MO, RR
South Asian Peoples: CM
Southeast Asian Peoples: KS
CHAPLAINS • VOLUNTEERS
STATE CONVENTION MISSIONARIES
RETIRED
NAMB: Minnie Martinez
IMB: Annette Crockett, Mary Minnich, GH, JB

ENA REDDING* is a cross-cultural
worker in the Middle East. Like you,
she’s seeking to persevere in her
unshakable pursuit of God. She blogs
at enaredding.com.
*Name changed.

heartbeat of missions | table talk

By Dianne Swaim

When Friendship Hurts
The risk of friendship is the potential loss of friendship.

I can still feel

the
tears on my face as I read the email
from a close friend. For the past 30
years we had celebrated many holidays together, faced the death of a
mutual close friend, gone through
several crises, and even taken vacations together.
All of that crashed under the
weight of the email in which she
listed all the things she had secretly
hated about me, the distortions of
things I had said and done, and her
decision to “wish me a happy life”
and never have anything to do with
me again. I am not sure whether the
shock of the sudden turn or the loss
of someone I loved was the worst.
The betrayal was almost unbearable.
Many friendships have been
torn asunder by betrayal. Maybe

Suggestions for Healing

1	
2
3
4
5
6
7	
8
9
10

Acknowledge your pain.
Betrayal hurts.

	Deal with any anger. David was
angry at his friend.
	Don’t retaliate. Give yourself
time and use it wisely.
Reflect on good and bad times.

	Repent where you find yourself
guilty.
	Write out your feelings in a
journal.
Seek counseling outside your
circle of friends.
 orgive your friend; ask for
F
forgiveness.

	Love your friend, but put your
trust in God.
Read and discuss Psalm 41;
Psalm 55; and John 13:1–18.

you were close coworkers, and she
secretly campaigned to get the
promotion you were expecting. Or
maybe your friend spread gossip
she knew was not true, and your
reputation was stained. Perhaps she
just backed away and began to avoid
you without any explanation. We’ve
all suffered a betrayal by a friend at
some point in our lives. Sadly, we’ve
probably been the betrayer at least
once. Neither side is a comfortable
place to be.

Betrayal in the Bible
Friendship betrayal is not new. David
wrote two poems about his friend’s
betrayal in Psalms 41 and 55. The
source may have been his son Absalom as he planned a coup against his
father. More likely it was his close
friend and counselor, Ahithophel,
who turned away from David and
counseled Absalom on how to overtake him. David wrote, “If an enemy
were insulting me, I could endure it;

if a foe were rising against me, I could
hide. But it is you, a man like myself,
my close friend, with whom I once
enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house
of God, as we walked about among
the worshipers” (Psalm 55:12–14).
Centuries later Jesus would wash
the feet of the one He knew was going
to betray Him in the next few hours.
Even as He did so, He was heartbroken. “Jesus was troubled in spirit and
testified, ‘Very truly I tell you, one
of you is going to betray me’ ” (John
13:21). Judas and Jesus had spent
three years together in ministry.
Sometimes a broken friendship is
like Humpty Dumpty, and neither of
you can put it back together again.
Forgiveness is necessary, but restoration may be too risky. Making new
friends may be the most Christian
thing you can do. M
DIANNE SWAIM lives and writes in North
Little Rock, Arkansas. Her lost friendship
mentioned in this article has healed in the
last two years.
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gift of missions |

By Candice Lee

“Barbara’s girls”
Former Acteens honor leader with brick on Walk of Faith

Decades ago, Barbara

Joiner found out about a group of
migrant workers who came to Baldwin County every year to pick potatoes. She felt burdened for them.
She loaded up some high schoolers
in her small town of Columbiana, Alabama, drove down there, walked out
into the fields—and picked potatoes.
“She felt like that way, at the end
of the day after the work was done,
they would be in a better position to
sit down with the migrant workers
and say, ‘Hey, we would like to share
some things with you,’ ” said Jody
Tallie, who grew up at First Baptist
Church, Columbiana, where Joiner
led Acteens.
It was effective. And that simple
act of love kicked off a 45-year-long
ministry that’s still going strong.
“Barbara ate, slept, and breathed
missions, and she did everything she
could to pass that on to us,” Tallie
said. “Because of her, the migrant
ministry still happens every year,
and when we go and see the same
families there, it’s like a reunion.”
Though Joiner passed away in
2016, the ministry continues to be
a testimony to her heart for missions. And ever since Tallie and others heard about the opportunity to
honor Joiner with a brick in WMU’s
new Walk of Faith brick garden in Birmingham, it’s started another kind
of reunion—a reunion of dozens of
women who are different because of
Joiner’s influence in their life.
“My life is very different because
of Acteens and Barbara,” said Denise
Gardner, who also grew up at FBC
Columbiana. “I probably would not
be in church today without her helping me catch a vision for hands-on
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missions and ministry. When I heard
recently that the Walk of Faith was
being built to honor missions heroes,
I knew she was one of them.”
So Gardner wrote a message to
some former Acteens, which led to
a Facebook group called Barbara’s
Girls that grew larger every day. In
that group, the women reunited and
shared memories—and within a few
weeks they had the brick paid for.
“Anywhere we went with Barbara
was an adventure,” said Tallie, who
now leads middle school Acteens at
FBC Columbiana. “She taught us that
you don’t have fear—you just go.”
Joiner went with them on overseas
trips, and she organized events like
a 24-hour seesaw-a-thon to benefit
work in Bangladesh. She led them to
pray about everything, Tallie said. She

remembers once when Joiner was
going on a trip to Bangladesh and she
asked them to pray that she would
“keep her curry down and her sari up.”
“She could be as silly as anyone
around, but she was also so genuine,”
Tallie said.
Gardner gets emotional remembering Joiner’s prayer circle. “It was
just around her coffee table, but
we never missed it,” she said. “We
always had Acteens at her house, and
anyone was welcome. It was more of
an outreach than anything else at
our church.”
And now Acteens from Joiner’s circle are scattered all over the
world serving as missionaries. “She
believed if God asked you to do
something, there was no obstacle
too big,” Gardner said. M

For more information about the Walk of Faith or to purchase a brick in
someone’s memory or honor, visit wmufoundation.com/walkoffaith or
call the WMU Foundation at (205) 408-5525.

on our mind |

By Linda Clark

PURSUE RELATIONSHIPS
Never give up.

Someone said, “Some people come

in your life as blessings; others come in your
life as lessons.” This statement correctly
describes several people I’ve known
during my life. Some easily fall into the
blessing category. I can also think of
some (unnamed!) who taught me
valuable lessons about relationships!
Through the years, relationships
have motivated me to study how our
minds work, what God says about
our connections to others, and how I
need to grow in my Christ-likeness to
demonstrate His love for everyone.
Just like most of you, I’ve encountered persons with desperate needs,
unhealthy lifestyles, and annoying
personalities. Even though some of the
“lessons” may not be enjoyable, we must
not give up on them until we see Christ’s
life-giving love light up their faces. “But as for
you, be strong and do not give up, for your work
will be rewarded” (2 Chron. 15:7).
The scope of a person’s relationships is very broad. At
various times it will encompass family, friends, casual
acquaintances, and romantic involvements. You will prob- Does “never give up” apply to the adult child who refuses
ably agree with me that some have been blessings while to accept responsibility for his actions? When can we say
others have offered lessons! When we think
“enough is enough” to the unbelieving great
about our connections to others, words like
uncle who ridicules our faith?
temporary, co-dependent, toxic, and dom- In light of the
When these types of questions are on our
inating may come to mind. In light of the lessons God
minds, we need only to turn to this year’s
lessons God wants to teach us, however, no
in 1 Corinthians 15:58 for guidwants to teach watchword
one enters our lives accidentally. While a relaance about our attitudes and actions. “My
tionship may be short-lived, it is important us . . . . no one
dear friends, stand firm and don’t be shaken.
in God’s plan for our lives. It is our responsi- enters our lives Always keep busy working for the Lord.
bility to be open to His instruction.
You know that everything you do for him
But what about those relationships that accidentally.
is worthwhile” (CEV). We all desire healthy
aren’t successful, the ones that aren’t posrelationships in our lives, and that’s hard
itive? Do we have to keep pursuing friendship with a work at times! When we realize God will use them to
coworker who is aggressive and obnoxious? How many help us grow and lead others to Christ, we understand
times must we bite our tongues to not say something a miniscule amount of His love for us as He pursues us
harsh to a new member in our Bible study group who is until we lean on His promises and rest under His Father’s
very negative? How far does an old friend have to go before protective arms. M
we label the relationship “toxic” and end the relationship?
LINDA CLARK is the adult lead strategist for national WMU.
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on the journey

A Divine Encounter
Everyone agrees he was

the nicest man. He was kind and gentle
and humble. He never raised his voice
toward his children or anyone else. His
family moved from the dust bowl in Oklahoma to Colorado when he was a child.
On the plateau and gentle slopes building
toward the Rockies, he made a life, which
included marrying his love in 1951.
Mack served in the air force during the
Korean War. Then he began a career in
electronics. Before cable and satellite TV,
rural areas depended on TV translators
to receive over-the-air broadcasts. AM
radio signals can bounce and keep going.
FM and TV signals rely on straight-line
reception. Mountains and valleys make
this problematic. Translators are needed
to receive the transmissions and send out
on different frequencies. Mack’s job was
to install TV translators so people in rural
western Colorado could watch TV. I’m
confident that’s more than you needed to
know, but I’m curious by nature.
Mack and his bride, Wyllene, had a
son and a daughter. His wife wanted the

children in church. Mack would attend
on occasion. His wife bought him a Bible,
and he read it from cover to cover. Wyllene
asked, “What do you think?” Mack replied,
“I think a whole lot of people are not going
to heaven.” Wyllene and her daughter were
committed Christ followers, but becoming
a Christian held no appeal for Mack for
eight and a half decades of life.
Then came an encounter at an airport
with Wyllene by his side. A gate agent
engaged Mack in a discussion, asking the
secret to a long and happy marriage. At
that point, Mack and Wyllene had been
married 61 years. The agent even asked if
he could take a picture. He wanted to show
his fiancée and talk to her about the type
of loving and successful marriage he hoped
to have. In the course of the conversation,
the agent must have sensed Mack was not
a Christian. Quietly, he got on his knees,
shared the plan of salvation, and prayed
with Mack. In that moment, God’s love
gripped Mack’s 85-year-old heart and he
was saved by grace.
As you celebrate the resurrection of
Christ this Easter season,
be willing to lead your
friends and family members into deeper discussions of faith. Sound the
trumpet of salvation. Show
them how to have new life
in Christ.

SANDY WISDOM-MARTIN is exec-

utive director of national WMU.
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Father,
I believe you
engineered the
circumstances
the day Mack
found You. Open
my eyes to see
those You place
in my path. Give
me courage to
respond to divine
appointments.
Soften hearts
to make people
receptive to the
gospel. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

WMU FOUNDATION

“Ruth King taught me about missions, and, as a teenager, my worldview changed completely because of her. She showed me that there
was a world beyond my tiny rural community.”
—Sandy Wisdom-Martin
Lifelong missions lover, executive director/treasurer of national WMU

WMU's Walk of Faith is a new honor/memorial

When you purchase a brick, 100% of your money

garden for the WMU missions community.

goes to the Wanda Lee Joy Fund to meet WMU’s

Through the Walk of Faith we are creating

operational needs.

a lasting tribute to the people and missions
groups that have devoted their lives to fulﬁlling
the Great Commission by praying for missions,
participating in missions education, giving to and
doing missions, and discipling others.
Include your WMU group’s name on the Walk
of Faith on New Hope Mountain in Birmingham,
Alabama.
Visit wmufoundation.com/walkoﬀaith or call (205) 408-5525
for more information.
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It Up!
With a bundle subscription to Missions Mosaic, you’ll have
instant access to encouragement and inspiration for living a

missional lifestyle — while also receiving the printed version you
know and love in the mail each month!
Visit wmustore.com/missions-mosaic to start a new subscription. Call 1-800-968-7301 to upgrade your current subscription.

